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From the editor. 


Weicome to September. It’s hard to believe that it is this time of year and that summer is nearly 
over. The biggest numismatic event of this summer occurred in Niagara Falls this year with the 2006 
Canadian Numismatic Association Convention. Congratulations is to be given to John Regitko and 
all of the people who worked so hard to make the show a success. A special thank you is also 
extended to John and his crew for allowing the C.A.T.C. to set up an information table at the 
convention free of charge. This proved extremely helpful in getting information about our 
organization out to interested persons and it also gave me a chance to meet a lot of older members 
for the first time as well as a lot of new faces. We also picked up a few new members to whom is 
extended our heartfelt welcome. 


The C.A.T.C. enjoyed a well-attended meeting at the convention which occurred on July 22. Over 
forty members and guests were present. Our next meeting will be in London in conjunction with the 
O.N.A. convention for 2007. 


You may have noticed some changes in the appearance of our cover page over the last couple of 
issues. This resulted from my printer giving up the ghost a few months ago. The June issue was 
done on my computer but printed from another which didn’t have the same type fonts which created 
a bit of chaos. This issue is being done from my own computer again and although not quite the 
same as former issues, however, I think it is a decided improvement. 


In the last issue (June 2006), Les Copan sent me an excellent article on the Langley BC $5 coin. | 
re-typed his work and left out the description of the reverse of the coin. My sincere apologies to you 
Les and the article is re-printed in this issue as sent to me. Thanks is extended to all of the members 
who contributed to this issue. 


The reported new-finds will appear in the December issue including some from Grey County which 
will be included in an excellent article on Grey County tokens by Bob Graham. 


Have a great fall everyone and good collecting. 
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The Derivation of Designs on Early Canadian Copper Currency. 
by Wayne L. Jacobs. 


In the earliest days following the British conquest of Canada, the base currency consisted 
mainly of "worn British halfpence", locally referred to as "coppers"’. Actually, most were 
counterfeits disguised as worn regal coin. In Britain itself where they constituted some 80% of the 
circulation before the arrival of the good-weight copper private tokens in the late 1780s, they 
were called "evasions"; in the U.S., where indigenous supplies were sometimes coined, they 
were called "Bungtowns". Canadian numismatists today refer to the old "coppers" as 
"blacksmiths" even though in our native series those included in catalogues may well be of post- 


1800 mintage; certainly some were still being produced as late as 1838 or so. 


+e 


4 


Great Britain. George II 2d, 1729. Great Britain. George III 2d, 1770 


Blacksmith token. Wood-33; Charlton BL-37 
The "BITIT" token is the most common of the whole series 
and like many of the others purports to be a worn specimen 
of one of the regal halfpennies above. Most of the others have 
the bust face left, presumably to resemble the halfpennies of 
George II. 


The majority of the "blacksmiths" are copies of English halfpennies but others display a harp 
on the reverse, making them copies of Irish halfpennies. In the odd instance, the same "worn" 
obverse is muled with both a "British" and "Irish" reverse such as that shown below (BL-7 with 
"British reverse", BL-8 with "Irish"). Presumably, it is meant to resemble an Irish halfpenny from 
the reign of George II even though none portrayed the king wearing armour as did those of 
Britain. 


in 


Ireland. George III ‘sd, 1775 "Irish" reverse Blacksmith. Wood-12, Ch. BL-8. 


' Gov. Murray's "Ratings of Coins" for Canada (14 Sept. 1764) lists the "Dollar, Seville, Mexico or Pillar" as being 
worth 6s local currency and "20 British Coppers" (not halfpennies) as 1 shilling, local currency. See: McCullough, A., 
jMoney & Exchange in Canada to 1900" (1984), p.70. 

English numismatists recognize more than 600 varieties of these fakes ranging from excellent copies (albeit usually 
at least 1/3 light) to nearly blank flans. W.J. Davis ("Nineteenth Century Token Coinage", 1904, Intro. xviii) quotes a 
newspaper article of March, 1799 whereby "base copper coin" would be accepted in partial payment (presumably at a 
steep discount) for goods for eight days, "as the ship sails a few days after". Destination: Canada(?) The same section 
notes entire mints churning out counterfeits in Britain - which could not pass there. 
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The George Ill "Kichler Head" & "pseudo-Britannia" Reverse. 


The single portrait - even reverse design - that would most influence Canadian tokens for many 
decades was that which appeared on the British copper coins in 1806/7. The series of farthings, 
halfpennies and pennies were very common, a total of some 1800 fons avoirdupois having been 
struck in these years. Generally, the portrait of George III was very similar to that used on the 
1797 "cartwheels" and the 1799 halfpennies and farthings except that it had a slimmer, more alert 
aspect than did these. All of them were by the same hand: Conrad Kiichler of Matthew Boulton's 
Soho Mint in Birmingham; Boulton struck all of them under contract to the British government. 


The reverse was, in general, a continuation of the design already in use on the British copper 
coins: Britannia seated to left, holding out a branch of olive in her right hand, while cradling a 
trident (it had been a spear before) with her left arm while below has been added a sea in the 
distance with a sailing ship upon it. The whole design is fraught with allegorical significance, 
even to the olive branch in her right hand indicating a preference for peace. On many Canadian 
tokens, this reverse may appear as Britannia (complete with olive branch, Union Jack shield and 
trident) or, by the substitution of a scales for the olive branch ("Justice"?) and a goods bale for the 
shield, into "Commerce". In some instances, the trident becomes a caduceus - with a rough 
allegorical meaning of "swift communication" 


Great Britain. Halfpenny, 1806. Nova Scotia. ‘zd, 1815 Nova Scotia. ‘2d, 1814. 
J.A. Barry. Ch-NS14 Carritt & Alport(?). Ch-NS8 


Above are shown a couple of examples as to how the "Kiichler Head" was later rendered on 
other tokens, sometimes quite well, sometimes badly. One of the offspring founded its own line 
of Canadian token, the progenitor being Thomas Halliday's anonymous halfpenny (Ch-LC46) and 
penny tokens (Ch-LC47) attributed to Lower Canada. All are dated 1812. All the halfpennies 
have the obverse portrait surrounded by a solid wreath, the date in exergue on the reverse - where 
"Britannia" has been converted into "Commerce"and the trident into a cornucopia. The pennies 
are of three types: (a) as the halfpenny; (b) dated at the bottom of a broken obverse wreath and no 
reverse date; or (c) dated on both obverse and reverse. It is the halfpenny that gave rise to an 
increasingly inferior line of copies, first as passingly decent "Tiffin" tokens (Ch-LC48A) and then 
the crude, base, lightweight "Tiffin Imitations" (Ch-LC48B and -C). It's difficult to believe that 
these last actually descend from the British halfpenny of 1806/7. 


ae 
aie 


The original heavy "proto-Tiffin" token by 
Thomas Halliday, 1812. Ch-LC46 


An "Imitation Tiffin", Ch-LC48C 
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The "Commerce Seated" design appeared on other tokens, one rather strange series being the 
so-called "Seated Justice" pieces of Lower Canada (Ch-LC56). In this case, the design had its 
genesis with a British token: a halfpenny dated 1812 issued by Shaw, Jobson & Co. of Sheffield, 
owners of the Roscoe Place Ironworks (Davis- Yorkshire 151). These particular tokens were 
struck by the mint of Edward Thomason from dies by Thomas Halliday and are always(?) in 


copper. 


Of more than passing interest is the fact that the Roscoe Mills halfpenny carries - twice - on its 
obverse the initials "Y & D", which were those of Shaw, Jobson & Co's agents: Younge & 
Deakin, located in Union Street, Shefield. This latter firm were more than agents; they were also 
merchants as well as button manufacturers, meaning that they possessed (at least) a rudimentary 


mint. 


The tokens we attribute to Canada almost certainly were. Only the Shaw, Jobson & Co. reverse 
was used on them, the bale below Commerce plainly marked "S.J.& CO" just like on the Roscoe 
Mills piece. The obverse has been replaced by a ship design, much like that on the "Ships, 
Colonies & Commerce" pieces but of varieties never used there. The Canadian pieces are of three 
main varieties: LC56A, dated 1812 and nearly always in brass; LC56B, dated 1815 and more 
common in copper than brass; and LC56C, undated, nearly always in copper. The last two have 
reeded edges, those dated 1812 are plain. 


Roscoe Mills, Sheffield. ‘sd, 1812. Davis-York.151 Lower Canada. %sd, 1812. Ch-LC56A 


This was not the only instance where a die originally used to strike a British token was pressed 
into service for use on what was to be an issue for Canada. On the previous page is shown the 
obverse of what may have been intended for a Carritt & Alport, Halifax, halfpenny (Ch-NS8) - 
but the reverse was used before on an anonymous Dublin halfpenny displaying on the obverse 
Hibernia seated with the legend HIBERNIA and 1804 (Davis - Dublin 70), almost always struck 
in copper. This piece Davis attributes to the mint of Stephen Mossop in Dublin and chances are 
excellent it was struck years after its purported date. 


Ships. 


Lt 


Rev: Br-880/Ch-NS8 Carritt & Alport, Ad, 1814, Br-881/Ch-NS9 


Gloucester & Berkeley Canal Co. 
Rev. 42d, 1793, D& H-Gloucester 63 
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A somewhat-similar definitely Canadian token exists in the Carritt & Alport halfpenny of 1814 
(Ch-NS9). On the basis of Willey's attribution, the standard catalogues give the mint of the 
Wyons - Peter and/or the elder Thomas - as the producer of this piece. The "evidence" is the same 
ship used on its reverse having previously appeared on a British token back in 1793: the 
Gloucester & Berkeley Canal Co. halfpenny. However, "same" ship or not, the G&B piece reads 
GLOCESTER & BERKELEY CANAL as upper legend and ACT OBTAIN'D 1793 in exergue. 
To change legends involved something like capability in replicating dies and it would appear that 
in Britain only the Royal Mint itself and the inventor of the process, Mathew Boulton's Soho 
Mint, were so equipped. Even the foremost producer of tokens at the time, the mint of Edward 
Thomason in Birmingham, would appear to have lacked this technology. But designs could be 
copied, albeit slightly inexactly, by methods such as carbon paper transfer and the like. 


If we compare the "anonymous" NS-8 with the Carritt & Alport NS-9, we note many 
similarities such as the letterpunches being very much the same; so is the general overall style, 
the fabric of the coin and even its weight. Tentatively, the writer would be inclined to also 
attribute the NS-9 to Stephen Mossop, using as a reverse design a ship copied from a token struck 
more than 20 years previously at another mint. 


New Brunswick. Penny, 1843. N.B. Penny, 1854. Obv. _ Britain. "Young Head" Obv. 


When the New Brunswick copper halfpenny and penny tokens were ordered by the province 
from the Soho Mint in 1843, it would appear that completely new designs were made up. There is 
an internal mint message from John Wesley, the "mint superintendant", saying "I thought it 
would gratify you to see a rough sketch of the New Brunswick Coin which I send .." (16 Jan., 
1843).> The reverse frigate may be of an actual ship, possibly the Albion owned by John 
Hammond of Saint John, N.B., a close relative to William Hammond, the contractor for the 
coinage. A painting of this ship is in the Saint John Museum but, as Richard Bird* pointed out, 
"Probably hundreds of ships of the period from all parts of the world fit the design on the 1843 
tokens." Be that as it may, the same ship was again used on the reverse of the New Brunswick 
1854 copper issue. 


The Queen's head used on the 1843 coins from the Soho Mint would appear to be more or less 
unique - although it may have been adapted from some other source’. The coinage of 1854 was 
switched to the Royal Mint, Leonard C. Wyon being responsible for the designs. For the obverse, 
he adapted the "Young Head" design of his father, William Wyon, that was currently being used 
on British copper coins (and which had first appeared on the 4d of 1837). 


: Ref: "Canadian Colonial Tokens Struck by Boulton & Watt 1838-1845", Dr. Peter A, Russell, C.N.J., May, 1982. 
* "Coins of New Brunswick", Richard Bird, 1993. p.54 

> There is a slight possibility that the design may have been adapted from William Wyon's design for the Military 
General Service medal or the Royal Society gold medal of 1838 (Bird: p.58) 
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Although ship designs on Canadian tokens are widespread, there is one small series that is 
obviously all of a set. All of them show the same distinctive design, all were from dies by the 
hand of Thomas Halliday of Birmingham and (probably) all are from the mint of Edward 
Thomason in the same city. The "founding design" first appears in 1811 on the English tokens of 
Samuel Guppy of Bristol under the name of "Patent Sheathing Nail Manufactory". There were 
two matching series of Guppy tokens released in 1811, each consisting of penny, halfpenny and 
farthing denominations: this one and another on which the ship is shown to the left under "bare 
poles". Both series are relatively common and both saw extensive use in Canada, theoretically 
because Guppy could not or did not redeem his tokens in 1817 as required by law, thus rendering 
them "anonymous tokens" insofar as later use was concerned. 


But the "Guppy ship" appears twice more on Canadian tokens, all of them anonymous. 


: Loe” ee 
"Trade & Navigation", 4d, 1813. Ch-NS21 "RH", 1d, 1814. Ch-LCS 


One such token was the anonymous "Trade & Navigation" halfpennies of 1813 attributed as 
having been imported and extensively used in Nova Scotia (Ch-NS21, Br-965). Chances are good 
they were first struck for use in England at this time and, being anonymous unredeemable tokens, 
were shipped to Canada after their "demonetization" in Britain in 1817. They do vary in weight, 
some being struck on thinner flans. Quite possibly these thinner pieces were ordered by some 
Canadian importer (and are thus a true Canadian token), joining their heavier - essentially 
identical - expatriate kin. Altogether, it was a fair-size issue; with three varieties of the obverse 
noted, it would indicate something over 150,000 having originally been coined. 


The "RH" tokens attributed for use in Lower Canada bracket the "Trade and Navigation" 
halfpennies. In this case, the matched set of farthings, halfpennies and pennies consist of the 
farthing having been dated 1812 (Ch-LC50) while the halfpennies (LC51) and pennies (LC52) 
are both dated 1814. According to McLachlan, only the plain-edge, light-weight halfpenny 
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(LC51A1) is truly a Canadian token, having been imported by a Montreal merchant named 
Richard Hurd. No doubt Hurd was taken by the fact that his initials happened to appear on what 
were British anonymous tokens (the "RH" has never been attributed there) and ordered a 
lightweight issue for his own use. This would have been done some years after the date shown - 
probably after 1817 - but even so he was evidently able to go back to the original mint (probably 
Thomason's) and use the services of the original diesinker (Halliday). Hurd's issue, some 2/3 the 
weight of the original halfpennies, must have offered him a considerable profit. 


The "Wellingtons" 


Some of the earliest, good-weight copper tokens to hit Canadian shores were the Wellington 
pieces. We know, and readily accept, that the "Peninsular" pennies (Ch-WE3 and 4) and 
halfpennies (Ch-WE]11) - and almost certainly the "Field Marshall" halfpennies (Ch-WE1 and 2) 
as well - were used here. All of them arrived in the pockets of Wellington's Peninsular Army 
troops sent out to reinforce Canada in the late spring and summer of 1814. Here, they probably 
joined forces with Irish penny tokens, dated as early as 1812, which also showed Wellington. 


The very first of these latter pieces, however, did not employ a "standard effigy" but rather 
might show Wellington with long, flowing hair or the like. The "standard" became that shown 
below, with or without the laureate wreath denoting victory. 


"Cossack Penny", n.d. (1813). Ch-WE13 / Br-985 
(The "standard portrait" for Wellington) 


According to the memoirs of Sir Edward Thomason, owner of the mint that struck these pieces, 
the obverse effigy of Wellington was done from a "wax effigy" of a bust supplied to him (or more 
properly, Thomas Halliday, who sunk the dies) by Wellington's sister-in-law, Mrs. William 
Wellesley-Pole, wife of the general's elder brother who was also the newly appointed master of 
the Royal Mint®. The writer assumes that the effigy as it appeared on the "Cossack" piece was the 
original simply because the last victory recorded on it was Salamanca (fought July 22, 1812) 
whereas the rest of the pennies and halfpennies either record later victories or style him as "Field 
Marshall Wellington" (promoted to such 3 July, 1813). Evidently, the successive victories made 
the above obverse obsolete even before it was used, the WE12 listing the victory at Vittoria (21 
June, 1813), pennies WE-3, 4A and 4B giving him the title of Field Marshall. 


The writer can only assume that the ever-economical Thomason dug out this obsolete but 
unused die when the order for the Cossacks came in May or June, 1813 and matched it with the 
new, specific reverse. 


° Davis, p.180, quoting from "The Memoirs of Sir Edward Thomason", p.48. 
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Which brings us to the "Cossack" reverse.’ We also know where this die-design by Halliday 
came from. In April, 1813, London society was treated to the brief but spectacular visit of the 
Russian cavalry hero, Alexander Wittinschendst, and one memento of his visit was a portrait by 
the eminent London artist, Rudolph Ackermann. In a contemporary newspaper article, this 
portrait is described: "The gallant hero of the hour will carry all his arms, the musket slung at his 
back, the sabre by his side, his pistol in his belt, his pike resting on his right foot, held with the 
right hand in the middle. .. " which is what we see on the Cossack reverse. Further, Ackermann 
published prints of this picture which were ready April 24, "Coloured, 5s Proofs with signature, 
10s6d." Almost certainly it was one of these prints Halliday used to sink the reverse die. 


The Nova Scotia "Thistles". 


In 1823, Nova Scotia struck the first of her "Thistle" tokens in the form of halfpennies; pennies 
as well in the following year. On the basis of contemporary correspondence published by R.W. 
McLachlan in "Annals of the Nova Scotia Currency" (1892), numismatists assigned the design 
and striking of the tokens to the mint of John Walker & Co., Birmingham’. Only years later was it 
discovered that there had been no such mint and that John Walker & Co. was merely another 
layer of agent between the Province and the actual mint, since unknown. Unknown, perhaps - but 
with a possibility. 


The general parameters of the designs were set out by Nova Scotia provincial treasurer Michael 
Wallace in a letter dated 20 May, 1823 to his agents in Liverpool, England: Smith, Forsyth & Co. 
"Let them have the present King's head on one side, with the Province of Nova Scotia round it, 
and on the reverse a handsome thistle (in place of Britannia) with Halfpenny Token round it;" he 
wrote and those instructions were followed. In 1823, the only British copper coin currently being 
struck was the farthing and in general, the design was copied on the "Thistles" although the head 
was made much smaller in proportion to the coin's diameter. 


Grt. Britain. Farthing (enlarged), 1823 


Whoever struck the "Thistle" halfpennies of 1823 was unable to replicate dies. Courteau’ lists 
and illustrates six similar obverses and six reverses that were combined to form a set of seven 
varieties (Co. 251-257). The obverses are sufficiently different from each other that they can be 
assigned at a glance once the collector has an appropriate set of illustrations before him; it is very 
difficult to copy the same portrait over and over to the extent that this would cause undue 
confusion. 


But it is the "handsome thistle" that is of most interest - because such a design already existed 
on a Birmingham product before the order from Nova Scotia. 


j "The Cossack Token", W.L. Jacobs. The Canadian Token, March, 1998. 
j The correspondence shows that even the provincial authorities at the time thought this to be so. 
"The Coins and Tokens of Nova Scotia", Dr. Eugene Courteau, 1910 
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The above is a copper 25-mm medal, issued on the occasion of George IV's visit to Scotland in 
1822. The obverse reads: "George IV King of Great Britain” around a truncated head while the 
reverse has the legend "Scotland Exults in the Presence of Her King" around a Scotch thistle. It 
was struck by the Birmingham firm of Henry Kettle & Sons (although by this time, it was being 
run by Thomas Kettle). Their specialty was in medallions and "spielmarken" (or game pieces - 
poker chips) which were close copies of the coins represented: sovereigns, U.S. gold pieces and 
the like. Even more interesting is the fact that this medallion was issued with a second obverse, 
shown below. Also shown below is the obverse of George IV's coronation medal by the Kettles 
struck in 1821. (Both are copper and 25mm in diameter) 


Second obverse of "thistle" medal (1822) Obverse of coronation medal, 1821 


There is, of course, no inconvertible evidence that the Kettles were responsible for the Nova 
Scotia "thistles", even though there are striking similarities of style between these and the medals, 
the reverse thistle design aside. Although only slightly smaller than the halfpennies, it's 
unfortunate that the medals’ legends are so extensive as to have necessitated a letter punch set of 
smaller size than the Nova Scotia pieces. For the medals used a "fingerprint" letter in their 
obverse legends: an "E" with a central crossbar similar to a triangle and a curved bottom serif to 
the same letter. The Nova Scotia "thistles" used fewer, larger, perfect(?) letters. 


Of course, the reader might readily call to mind the token of the Halifax merchant, John 
Brown, who also used a thistle (Ch-NS16, Br-896); it may have even been something of an 
inspiration to Wallace when he ordered a "handsome thistle". However, the forebearer of the 
Brown design is probably quite easy to pinpoint: the Scottish copper sixpence - or "bawbee" - that 
was coined up until 1697. The regal coin and Brown's token even have the same motto. 
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Rte ade wat “e overs 4 si ’ 
Scotland. Copper sixpence "bawbee", 1678 Nova Scotia. % token of John Brown. Ch-NS16 


"Justice" and "Plow": Upper Canada. 


Some time after 1820 (the year the firm was founded), Lesslie & Sons issued undated 
halfpenny tokens (UC-2) as well as twopenny pieces (UC-3) dated 1822. Both denominations 
bore similar designs: a rather unusual standing "Justice" with scales and inverted sword on the 
obverses and a clumsy plow on the reverses. 


While Justice was a common device on many British tokens, only a couple depicted her in a 
stance similar to that found on the Lesslie pieces. On the British tokens, she is shown surrounded 
by barrels and bales - a rather strange dichotomy with "Commerce". That shown is the most 
probable inspiration for the UC-2s and -3s: it is the obverse of a penny token issued in 1812 by 
Thomas Birkinshaw, a second-hand dealer and pawnbroker of Doncaster, Yorkshire (Davis - 
Yorkshire 80). The workmanship of these tokens are much superior to the Lesslies with dies sunk 
by Halliday and struck at the mint of Edward Thomason, Birmingham. 


Obv. Birkinshaw Id, 1812 (enl.) Obv. Lesslie ‘4d, (nd) UC-2 Obv. Lesslie 2d, 1822. UC-3 


There is another British token - a penny of 1811 for Wallis & Badger of Dudley, 
Worcestershire (Davis Wor. 3-6) - that uses almost exactly the same central design as the token 
above left but with different legend and a complicated "Etruscan" border. 


The Birkinshaw token would have served only as an inspiration for the Lessie pieces. To avoid 
bumping into the legend, Justice holds the scales at shoulder-height on the halfpennies but with 
the removal of the barrel and bale, an awkward blank space has opened up to the lower left. On 
the twopenny, an effort to correct this was made by making the scales larger and having Justice 
hold them at hip-height while the ground has been extended somewhat to our right. If anything, 
it's more awkward than before. 


Conventionally, we are told that the Lesslie pieces were the work of Thomas Wells Ingram and 
struck at the Soho Mint. Almost certainly, this is incorrect. The workmanship and layout are both 
well below Ingram's standards. Most tellingly, the C.E.O. of the Soho Mint 1800-42, Matthew 
Robinson Boulton, absolutely refused to accept any order for coin or tokens unless it was 
accompanied by a licence from the British Treasury. Few issuers obtained such licences; few 
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could. The Treasury almost always refused such requests. Nor is the mint quality up to Soho 
standards; fully struck-up pieces are distinct rarities, especially of the halfpennies, and probably 
occurred only when the odd planchet was too heavy (and thus too thick). 


London (anon.) ‘2d, nd (1790s).Enl. Rev. UC-2, nd Rev. UC-3, 1822 
D&H 472. Engraver & mint unkn. 


The Lesslie reverses are notable in that they display a plow whose perspective is very badly 
done. In turn, these reverses are shared with very similar ones on other Upper Canadian tokens: 
the halfpenny of 1823 (UC-12A) and 1833 (UC-12B) - both of which nevertheless point to the 
right rather than the left. It seems relatively obvious the the Lesslies and their derivatives had 
their genesis with the reverse of a London token, undated but from the 1790s (shown above). The 
obverse of this token displays the arms of the Curriers' Company of London but the lower reverse 
legend - "Payable in Rupert Street St. James's" - does not allow us to attribute it to a given 
merchant. Whether displayed left or right, with or without a clevis, it seems that this token gave 
rise to the plow on the Upper Canadian tokens. In addition, the upper reverse legend of this 
London halfpenny - "God Speed the Plough" within a riband - also appeared in modified form on 
other Upper Canadian tokens (UC-4). 


The Rutherford Rams. 


The tokens issued by the four Rutherford brothers in St. John's and Harbour Grace, 
Newfoundland, (Ch-NF 1A, 1B and 1C) are rather strange in that we're not entirely sure as to 
their denomination. There were apparently some complaints as to their light weight so we must 
assume that they were meant to be pennies - at least initially. While light for pennies, they would 
have been very heavy for halfpennies - about 10% more than British regal coin, in fact. 


The arms on the tokens are, we presume, those of the Rutherford family and while the 
configuration is similar to some British tokens, they are unusual in using horses as armorial 
supporters. The reverse uses a representation of the "Golden Fleece", a design in wide use. For 
example, Spanish and Spanish American gold coins - the "doubloons" and their fractions - use a 
small "golden fleece" as part of an "Order of the Golden Fleece" surrounding the royal arms on 
the reverse. We might wonder why such a design pertained to country merchants until we realize 
that by this time, the "golden fleece" was the symbol for drapiers - dealers in cloth and dry goods. 
As such, its use makes good sense. 
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Ch -NFIA Obv. Davis - Somerset 68-73 


Die engravers rarely slavishly followed another design; it's probably closer to the truth that 
they were influenced to a greater or lesser degree by previous designs. Practically all would have 
maintained a morgue of illustrations and actual medals, tokens and coins that they could adapt to 
their own needs. Shown at extreme left and right above are two such pieces which may have been 
the influences of the Rutherford designs. 


That to the left is the obverse of an undated (but probably about 1812) penny issued by the 
proprietors of the Dolcoath Mine in Cornwall. This was one of the oldest and best copper 
workings in the whole area. The arms, with "horse-like" unicorn supporters, are those of Sir 
Francis Bassett, Lord de Dunstanville, on whose lands the mine existed. The dies are by Thomas 
Halliday, the mint probably that of Edward Thomason. 


There are several British tokens with a "golden fleece" design similar to the above - some from 
the 1790s; the one to the upper extreme right happens to be that which most closely resembles the 
"Rutherford Ram". It is the obverse of an 1811 penny token issued in Bath, Somerset, by S.T. 
Whitechurch and W. Dore, the former an ironmonger but the last a "linen draper" - which would 
explain the "fleece" design. These are considered to be fairly common pieces and the dies were 
engraved by Peter Wyon - who may or may not have also struck the tokens. 


The Bouquets and Wreaths of Lower Canada. 


The general series of "Bouquet Sous" of Lower Canada is a large one and yet interrelated in 
that the obverse design was always a bouquet of some kind, the reverse a wreath, usually in the 
form of a two-branch spray. 


Obv. & Rev.: Br-714/Ch-LC3 Obv.: Br-711/Ch-LC39 Obv.: Br-694/Ch-LC31C 


The bouquet design appears to have been homegrown, there being little in the British series 
that resembled it, even though it would have been the most likely to do so. The most probable 
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original design seems to appear on the "Bank of Montreal" and "Bank Token" Bouquet sous Br- 
714/Ch-LC3 and Br-713/Ch-LC2. Listing them in this order is, in the writer's opinion, correct 
since it seems most likely that the Bank of Montreal pieces came first, the others being a close 
copy by some other bank (possibly the City Bank?). 


Various dielinks show that all of the above were struck at the Belleville Mint of John Gibbs in 
New Jersey, even though they are in "different" series: Bank of Montreal/ Bank Token sous; the 
so-called "Birmingham Sous"; and the "regular" Bouquet Sous. However, it is likely that the dies 
for the Br-714 (and -713) shown above - as well as the Banque du Peuple Br-715 - were not sunk 
by Gibbs but rather by someone else on contract. This would have been quite easy; Belleville was 
only a few miles from the Jersey shore, then a short ferry ride to downtown New York where 
such superior die firms as Wright & Bale were located. It's obvious that the Br-713, -714 and - 
715s were all from replicated dies, a process of which Gibbs was incapable. 


Gibbs wasn't really all that accomplished as a diesinker. Quite possibly his former partner, 
John (or Joseph) Gardner - arrested for counterfeiting in 1835 - was the talented member of the 
team. Gibbs' first foray into the realm of the Bouquet Sous on his own would seem to be with the 
so-called "Birmingham" sous where he greatly simplified everything at the expense of artistic 
quality. As we will see later, the reverse wreath became merely a series of elongated gouges. But 
he went even beyond that: the whole obverse wreath became the result of the use of various 
device punches: rose, thistle head, shamrock, "maple leaf", "laurel" leaf, etc all tied together with 
simple lines representing stalks, stems, grass blades and so forth, the whole finally united with 
some sort of bow at the bottom. As we will also see below, the "laurel leaves" of many gouges on 
the so-called "Birmingham Sous" gave way to one leaf punch, the indentations in the die again 
tied together with the appropriate stalks and stems, interspersed with "berries" made by a simple 
pin punch. We know this to be true since the reverse leaf punch chipped after a time, this defect 
being faithfully reproduced until "repaired" by face-grinding - at which time the leaf becomes a 
simple outline with only about 1/3rd of its surface an indentation. 
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Worcester. Id, 1811. D.-14-25 Rev.: Br.673/Ch-LC7 Rev.: Br.671/Ch-LC20 Rev.: Br.711/Ch-LC39 


There would appear to have been two classes of wreath used on the Bouquet Sous: dissimilar 
sprays and common spray. While the Br-713s and -714s may possibly have been adapted from the 
above left, there is no doubt at all that the rare Br.673, attributed to the hand of Montreal engraver 
Jean-Marie Arnault, was copied from it. This seminal design appears on the copper penny tokens 
issued by the City of Worcester, England, for their "House of Industry" (i.e., the "poor house") 
and was a large issue with some 12 die varieties known. It was one of the tokens allowed by the 
British government to circulate for some years after the rest suffered forced recall in 1817. 


The reverse of the J. Roy halfpenny token (Br.671) - also attributed to Arnault - would appear 
to have the same design ancestry - either by copying the Br-713/714 or going back to source. As 
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comparison with the above will show, the Br-713/714 themselves are not so far removed from the 
Worcester design, being at least "dissimilar sprays". In his simplification of design, the so-called 
"Birmingham Sous" by the hand of John Gibbs - of which the Br-711 reverse is an example - 
devolved truly delineated leaves and sprays to a common double spray of "laurel leaves" 
consisting of simple gouges of which there may have been 42 (as shown here) or just 32 - 
presumably on slightly later dies since his general thrust was to constant simplification. 


U.S.A. Cent, 1797 Rev.: Br-694 


When Gibbs continued his simplification by making up a leaf punch to replace the many leaves 
engraved by hand on (about) the Br-705 or -704, it's fairly evident that he changed the model to 
be copied. In this case, he seems to have used the reverse of the common U.S. cent or half-cent as 
they were struck 1793 to 1804 (cent) or 1808 (half-cent) - which thereafter used a continuous 
circling wreath with overlapping leaves. Again, Gibbs simplified - simply punching in a number 
of leaves (varying between 20 and 16) in a double-are and joining them with lines representing 
stems and stalks, finishing off with a number of berries made by pin-punch. 


The Molson Tokens. 


Abergavenny, Monmouth. Br-562 / Ch-LC16 Perth, Perthshire. ‘4d, 1797 
Yad, 1795. D&H-Mon.1 D&H- Perth 10 


In 1837, the brewery/distillery business of Thomas and William Molson struck a sou token, the 
work generally attributed to Arnault (Br-562). It seems highly likely that the Molsons had a sort 
of eclectic collection of tokens and other memoribilia of the brewing business which they loaned 
to Arnault, presumably with the instructions to copy the designs. He did so, rather slavishly. 


On the "barrel" side of the Molson token, he borrowed from an Eighteenth Century halfpenny 
originally issued in 1795 by James Powell, wine and brandy merchant, of Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire, England. The piece shows a wine tun on its side with "James Powell Importer. 
1795" around. Most striking of all is that the Powell token shows the same odd perspective of the 
barrel by allowing the viewer to see both ends at the same time (!) as does the Molson token. 
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The "still" design used on the Molson piece has had its derivative known for many years: a 
1797 halfpenny token of David Peters of Perth, Perthshire, Scotland. The design of the Molson 
token is a mirror-image of that on Peters’. The legend on his token reads: "Payable at David 
Peters Wine & Spirit Shop". 


The "Vexators" 


The "Vexator tokens" of Lower Canada (typically Br-558/Ch-VC1 and Br-559/Ch-VC2) have 
been extensively written about - but when the displayed date of 1811 is taken as being the actual 
date of issue, all else is nullified. It is the writer's belief'® that these pieces are: (1) passes for the 
various "Hunters' Lodges", (2) from the year 1838, (3) disguised as a Blacksmith token, (4) 
showing a Canadian hunter on the obverse and "Victory advancing left" on the reverse, (5) with 
the "Pest of Canada" identified as Sir John Colborne (both the military commander and 
lieutenant-governor of Lower Canada at this time). 


Vexator. Br-558, enlarged. The Br-559 is similar. 


All the pieces show the word "Vexator" ("Pest") with an X that could as easily be an N 
("Venator" = "Hunter"). The reverse legend reads "Num Illos Viscapere" ("Don't You Wish You 
Could Catch Them?") indicating the issue by a group rather than an individual. 


The Rebellion of 1837 in Lower Canada was followed by an even smaller one in late 1838 and 
whereas the rebels of the former styled themselves as the "Sons of Liberty", those of the second 
called themselves "Canadian Hunters" with over 100 secret lodges throughout Lower Canada. 
The leaders in both were all well-educated men. As Roman Catholics of French or Irish descent, 
they received their instruction at the seminaries which offered primarily a classical education with 
heavy emphasis on Latin and Greek. The graduates gravitated to the priesthood itself or to the 
fields of medicine, law, teaching, civil service or the applied arts. By contrast, the political 
conservatives ("loyalists" or "tories", depending on your point of view) were mostly British 
protestants and their education was primarily the basic 3-R's, the student at age 12 or 13 expected 
to enter apprenticeship in the field where he would devote his life. Consequently, finance, 
manufacturing, industrial development and major retail sales was largely in their hands. 


The "rebel" leadership, then, would have been well qualified to concoct this visible joke. While 
the obverse (probably an "original") always shows a man's bust dressed in a shaggy hunting shirt 


!© Jacobs, W. "The Vexator Riddle", C.N.J., March, 1996. 


96 


(there are a couple of extremely rare varieties aside from the "common" 558s and 559s), the 
reverse is taken from classical coinage. 


The goddess Victory ("Nike" to the Greeks, "Victoria" to the Romans) was used for a long time 
as a coin type in the ancient world. Always she is shown as being winged (and eventually evolved 
into the Christian angel) and dressed in a chiton. She first appeared on coins in about 510 B.C. on 
issues for the Olympic games - in Olympia. Initially front-facing, she soon evolved into a couple 
of major stances, the most frequent as "Victory advancing to left with laurel crown (or olive 
branch)" and she came to be commemorative of martial victory - or the hope of it. 


Above we see this coin type as it appeared some 600 years apart - and neither are the absolute 
earliest or latest it was used. Convention had more or less set the design in stone. 


"Habitants","Side Views" & "Front Views". 


In late June, 1837, a consortium of three Montreal banks plus one in Quebec City, placed an 
order for copper pennies and halfpennies with the Soho Mint, Birmingham. However, since the 
lower House of Assembly in Lower Canada would not acquiesce with the upper Legislative 
Council, the issue hung fire until martial law was declared in the province (about December 15) 
following the Rebellion of 1837 and the Council - now called the "Special Council" - was the 
law. The first of the coins arrived in late May, 1838, the earliest of four shipments that were sent 
until late August, 1839. These were the "Habitant" tokens, a reference to their obverse design. 


Lower Canada. Penny, 1837. Br-521/ Ch-LC9B Seal of the City of Montreal, adopted 1833 
Issue for the Quebec Bank 


What is properly the obverse (since it bears the "country's" name), shows a "habitant". 
Although the writer has not as yet located it, it is almost certainly from a contemporary painting, 
engraving, publication illustration, etc. The figure is entirely too accurate to have been original 
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with an English diesinker's interpretation of a description or imagination. In 1852 it was copied 
by Heaton's for use on the 1852 copper issue for the Quebec Bank (‘2d = Br-529/Ch-PC3; Id = 
Br-528/ Ch-PC4). 


Of the "arms" reverse, there is no doubt. As early as 1815, Commander Jacques Viger had 
designed "Montreal arms" that were very similar to the above right. A year after the incorporation 
of Montreal as a city (proclaimed 5 June, 1832), the city council unanimously adopted the 
updated version of the sea/ (18 July, 1833). The same Jacques Viger had been named the first 
mayor of the incorporated city (5 June, 1833). 


The "arms" were carried on through the "Side View" issues of 1838 and 1839 as well as the 
"Front Views" of 1842 and 1844. The "Side View" arms were copies by another mint, the 
"Habitants" and "Front Views" from the same master dies originally sunk for the Soho Mint. It's 
perhaps odd that the Quebec Bank of Quebec City (a penny shown above) also issued the 1837- 
dated "Habitants" even though they bore the arms of Montreal. Issues subsequent to the Habitants 
bearing this seal were all by the Bank of Montreal, appointed government bank of the united 
"Province of Canada" in 1841. 


nates 


"Side View", Id, 1838 "Side View" 1d, 1839 : "20" Wieettedien diicatrameae 
Br-523/Ch-LC1IA Br-523/Ch-LCIIB 


For all that's been written about them, we really don't know much about the Bank of Montreal's 
"Side View" issues of 1838 and 1839 - including who struck them. We only know that the Bank 
rejected both issues as "unsuitable", presumably because of the ham-handed depiction of the 
building but with the added objection of the 1838s being of variable weight - and too heavy at 
that. 


So far as the design was concerned, the perspective view was really terrible in 1838 and only 
somewhat less so in 1839. But the engraver may not have been entirely at fault. Chances are good 
he used as his pattern the illustration shown at the upper right'’ which is not itself particularly 
good in this regard. If only by accident, the proportions of the building are most accurate on the 
"Sideviews"; as attested by an 1872 photograph (by which time it housed the Banque du Peuple), 
it really was only somewhat longer than wide rather than overly long in the illustration and nearly 
square on the later "Front Views". Chances are very good that the illustration was not taken from 
"life" but rather from a set of architectural drawings. 


Quite possibly the diesinker of the Soho master dies for the "Front Views" also used an 
architectural front view, neverthless rendering the building "blockier" to make it fit the coin. 


- Apparently this was a "wall-hung” illustration, references of its origin being "various collections". 
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There is some evidence that it was rendered from such a drawing: above each of the four bottom 
windows flanking the portico, all the coins - including the "Front Views" - show four other very 
small "windows", even to the latter pieces showing them as being cased. In fact, these small 
"windows" were not windows at all; they were "Flaxman bas-reliefs", stone carvings set into the 
masonry and later salvaged to be set into the portico of Montreal General Post Office. 
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Obverse,"Front View" Id, 1842. Bank of Montreal, St. J St.W., about 1845 


Note too-high portico and carvings. Portion of a view "drawn from life" by John Murray. 


St. George and the Dragon. 


After the burning of the parliament buildings in Montreal in 1849, the post of government bank 
went to the Bank of Upper Canada in Toronto. One of their first acts was to order a substantial 
coinage of copper halfpennies and pennies, all of which depicted St. George and the Dragon on 
the obverse. 


The derivation of this coinage obverse design is easy to trace: it is that which first appeared on 
the reverse of the British gold sovereign in 1817 and was by Benedetto Pistrucci who, at the time, 
was actually chief engraver at the Royal Mint - although he couldn't be called that since he was a 
foreigner. . 


Because St. George is the patron saint of England, the Bank of Upper Canada had this design 
adapted for use on their copper coinage struck in the years 1850, 1852, 1854 and 1857. Although 
the designs on their halfpennies (Br-720 / Ch-PC5) and pennies (Br-719 / Ch-PC6) are "the 
same", they really aren't; there are enough differences in layout for us to determine that all four of 
the master dies were cut individually. And the workmanship is excellent. Who cut them?: Bob 
Willey’ maintained that it was John Pinches although he gives no reference for this attribution. 


2 Willey, R.C. "Dictionary of Canadian Medallists",1998, p.126. 
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While the first of the series was struck at the Royal Mint, documentation shows that the dies were 
supplied to the Mint by the bank's agents in Britain, Rowe Kentish & Co. of London. There were 
several diecutters who worked on contract, among them the chief engraver of the Royal Mint, 
William Wyon, who didn't die until 1851; his son, Leonard C. Wyon - nearly as talented - had 
been his assistant there for some years; and as far as that goes, Benedetto Pistrucci (1784-1855) 
himself was still alive. 


Grt. Britain. Rev. of silver crown, 1821 Bank of Upper Canada. Oby. 1d, 1850 


The Cents and Half-cents of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


In 1860, both Nova Scotia and New Brunswick went decimal and both required bronze coins to 
facilitate this change in the form of cents. Nova Scotia, because she was not on quite the same 
standard as New Brunswick, also required half-cents and somewhere along the line a mistake was 
made in that some were coined for N.B. as well. 


Nova Scotia. Cent. 1861 
The New Brunswick coins differed only in the reverse name. 


Grt. Britain. Halfpenny, 1860 


Both provinces cut every corner they could with this coinage, consistent with quality. Planchets 
for the British halfpenny were used to coin the cents, those for the farthing the half-cents. In 
addition, the obverse dies for these same two British denominations were used whole-hog on the 
Maritime bronze coins. Although a new reverse was engraved by L.C. Wyon for the pieces, the 
designs were the same and the coins of the two provinces differed only in name. 


Newfoundland. Cent. 1872. 


Although not a part of Canada until 1949, Newfoundland also used the 


obverse of the British halfpenny on her cents when they appeared in 
1865, although the legend was altered. Like Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, they were struck on planchets of the British halfpenny. 
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* * * * * * 


Although the following is not properly part of a treatment of copper/bronze coins of pre- 
Confederation Canada - being a discussion of silver - it should be noted for reasons of 


completeness. 


When the Province of Canada went decimal as of 1 Jan, 1858, new coins were struck for her: 
bronze cents dated 1858 and 1859 as well as 5-, 10- and 20-cent pieces, all dated 1858 and all 
from newly designed dies. 


But when New Brunswick went decimal | Nov. 1860, she required the same denominations 
and although her needed cents were design-shared with Nova Scotia, the three silver pieces were 
all from altered "Canadian" dies. At the time, such alteration was routine at the Royal Mint: a 
positive punch had the appropriate name or legend removed by engraving or grinding and, in this 
state, used to sink a negative "working die". This die then had the new lettering punched in by 
hand and, now actually a "master die", used to raise punches, which sunk working dies, which 
struck the actual coins. 


All of the New Brunswick obverses for the silver 5-, 10- and 20-cent pieces are "Canadian", 
"New Brunswick" having been substituted for "Canada". The reverses of the 5- and 10-cent 
pieces are also completely "Canadian", except for the new dates of 1862 or 1864. Even the 
reverse of the N.B. 20-cent is "Canadian" in a way, using a pattern rejected by Canada; Charlton 
Pattern PC-4 is a Canadian 20-cent of 1858 using a "New Brunswick" reverse. 


But it didn't stop there. In the same year as New Brunswick had its last coinage struck (1864), 
Newfoundland was embarking on decimal denominations. Evidently there was some thought 
given to striking these new denominations from New Brunswick dies of 1864, saving only the 
change of the place-name. There exist patterns for the Newfoundland cent (NF-1), 5-cent (NF-2), 
10-cent (NF-3) and 20-cent (NF-4) which all use the N.B. dies but with all reading 
"Newfoundland" on the obverse. Even the new proposed 2-dollar gold piece used the New 
Brunswick 10-cent as its progenitor, a Newfoundland pattern (NF-5) using the same obverse with 
the appropriate name change and the reverse altered from " 10 / Cents" to "Two / Dollars". 


As the Newfoundland coinage appeared in 1865, the New Brunswick obverses apparently were 
used although the cent legend was altered from the New Brunswick / British to read "Victoria 
D:G: Reg.:". The silver pieces had only the name changed to "Newfoundland". But completely 
new reverses were made, presumably because Newfoundland used a dollar worth some 1.4% 
more than that of Canada and New Brunswick and there would have been some danger of their 
silver being used to buy up the Newfoundland gold coin for melting. In quantity, even the small 
difference in exchange rate would be worthwhile; plus the fact that each of the gold coins cost 
Newfoundland at least 5¢ over face. 


Prince Edward Island Cents. 


In 1871, Prince Edward Island also passed a decimal currency act, the provisions to come into 
effect by stages between December 1871 and February 1872. The only actual new coin required 
to facilitate the change were bronze cents and an issue of 2-million were ordered from England. 
The actual striking of them was carried out at Heaton's from dies supplied by the Royal Mint. 
L.C. Wyon cut the master dies for them. 
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The perceived need for the cents was due to a determination to eliminate the myriad numbers 
and types of light-weight tokens that were in present circulation. By the provisions of the new 
currency act, each old (cheap) P.E.I. pound was to be redeemed for $3.244 in the new decimal 
currency; tokens were to be redeemed at the rate of 16¢ P.E.I. for each former shilling’s worth. 
This was actually making the new P.E.I. dollar par with that of the Dominion of Canada, both 
being based on the U.S. gold dollar and the pound sterling at $4.867. 


What wasn't expected was the preference of the Islanders to exchange many of the old coppers 
for silver coin, rather than cents. Consequently, the 2-million-coin issue proved to be much too 
large. Only 362% of the issue achieved release during the first year; nearly half was still on hand 
by 1876 and the remainder was only dispersed in 1880 by allowing a 10% dscount for quantity. 
Since P.E.I. joined Confederation in 1873, the cents were also legal tender by this time in the rest 
of Canada and that's where most of them were sold. 


Jamaica. ‘2d, 1871. Obv. Prince Edward Island. Cent, 1871. Obv. & Rev. Canada. Cent. 1876-H. Obv. 


Only the reverse design was really original, and it appears to have been Wyon's rendition of a 
drawing of the provincial coat-of-arms by the Island's agent, William Cundall. It shows a large 
spreading oak sheltering three smaller oaks, which are, nevertheless, simply mature spreading 
oaks in miniature. Later, more realism came to the arms with the three small oaks rendered as 
slim saplings carrying only a moderate number of leaves. 


As usual, costs were shaved wherever possible with new coinage. In the case of P.E.I., it was 
decided to show a mature bust of Victoria on the obverse - since she was over 50 at the time. But 
such choices were limited, especially since it was also important that the design copied be from 
dies of nearly the same diameter as the new cent : about 252mm (or 1-inch). Thus the choice fell 
on the obverse of the Jamaican nickel halfpenny, in production since 1869. It would appear that 
the P.E.I. cents used the obverse die of the Jamaican halfpenny issue of 1871 without alteration of 
any kind, giving rise to the only instance on Canadian regal coins where the Queen's titles are 
rendered as "Victoria Queen" instead of the normal Latin. 


But the P.E.I. cent is important in one other regard: when Canada resumed the striking of cents 
in 1876, the P.E.I. "mature portrait" punch was used to make the new obverse master die: 
"Victoria Queen / 1871" was replaced by "Victoria Dei Gratia Regina / Canada" and carried 
through (with slight modifications here and there) to the end of the reign. 
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Con Jones and the Don’t Argue tokens of Vancouver, B.C. 
by Ronald Greene 


Con Jones was a flamboyant sportsman, tobacconist, club and pool room operator in 
Vancouver, B.C., from 1904 until 1929. He issued a number of tokens and gaming chips over 
that time. It is an interesting and diverse group of tokens. 

Con Jones was born in Australia in 1869 of Irish parents. He brought his wife and young 
children to Vancouver in 1904, where he was to spend the rest of his days. He obtained his first 
business licence in July of that year, for a pool room with nine tables. By 1912 he had licences 
for 60 tables. In 1919 when Jones had 62 tables, the next largest pool room operator in the city 
had only 12 tables.’ 

His first billiard parlour was known as Con’s Billiard Room at 320 Cordova St. West. In 
1908 he took over the Tooles Billiard Parlour location at 47-49 Hastings St. East, changing the 
name to the Limit Pool Room. In late 1914 Con Jones installed a bowling alley at 330 Cordova 
St. West, which he gave up by 1919. By 1909 he had added the Brunswick Pool Room at 58 
Hastings St. East. The Brunswick Pool Room, moved in 1912 to 26 Hastings Street East and 
was still running until 1936 when it became the Brunswick Sports Club. Over the years Con 
Jones operated at a dozen different locations and at each of these locations he sold tobacco and 
candy. 

Con Jones is famous — at least in Vancouver — for his slogan “Don’t Argue,” which he 
started using in his regular newspaper advertising August 25, 1914. The ad read, “Don’t Argue! 
Con Jones sells fresh Tobacco.” Some time later he registered “Don’t Argue” as a trade mark. 
From September 1911 until August 24, 1914, Con Jones had been running a regular ad in the 
Vancouver Province which read, “Go with the Bunch to the Brunswick Pool Rooms.” 

From the time that he arrived, Con Jones was involved with association football (soccer) 
and field lacrosse. He was the manager of the Vancouver lacrosse team in 1911 when they 
defeated the defending Minto Cup champions, New Westminster to take the Cup. In those days 
the Minto Cup was emblematic of the Senior Lacrosse Championship of Canada.” 

Another of Con Jones’ involvements, the National Sports Club, was incorporated in 1901 
as the English Bay Bathing and Athletic Club. On October 31, 1906 it changed its name to the 
National Sports Club. Con Jones was its secretary treasurer for a number of years. In 1909, he 
tried to obtain a liquor licence for the club but the licence was declined as “not in the interest of 
the public,” the standard reason for a licence refusal.’ The club operated a card room at 320 and 
later at 330 Cordova Street West for some years, and it is probably where the gaming chips 
described below were used. While gambling was illegal the club avoided prosecution by 
charging the players for use of the cards and tables and not taking any part of the stakes. 
According to the city prosecutor this made it impossible to obtain a conviction.’ The club was | 
last listed in the 1913 city directory and was dissolved in 1924 for failure to file annual returns.” 

In 1918 Con Jones arranged a three year lease from the Parks Commission for the 
Brockton Point athletic grounds. He agreed to pay $700 a year rent and to spend $5,000 to put 
the grounds into the best possible condition. For this he would have exclusive use of the grounds 
on Saturdays, public holidays and some other days.° In September 1920 he bought a two-block 
tract of land opposite Hastings Park (the site of the Vancouver Exhibition, later the Pacific 
National Exhibition) from John Callister which became known as Con Jones Park. He used the 
site for professional baseball and Pacific Coast League soccer. After Jones died, mortgage 
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payments stopped and the property reverted to Callister. His heirs donated it to the city and 
today it is known as Callister Park.’ 

In May 1929 Con Jones incorporated a company, Con Jones Limited, to take over his 
business. The transfer was effected May 17, 1929 and just two weeks later he suffered a brain 
hemorrhage, which led to his death June 3, 1929, two months short of his sixtieth birthday.* He 
was survived by his wife, four sons, a daughter, and a brother. 

At various times Con Jones and his successor company, Con Jones Limited, operated at 
the following locations: 


320/330 Cordova St. W by 1906 to 1919! 
(Con’s Billiard Room 1906-1910), (possibly from 1904) 
(National Sports Club 1907-1908, 1910-1913) 
(Con Jones’ Bowling Alley 1914-1919)’ 


601 Granville 1926 to 1932 

622 Granville 1925 

698 Granville 1931 

718 Granville 1921 to 1930 

898 Granville 1933 

26 Hastings St. E. 1912 to 1938 (Brunswick Pool Room) 
47 Hastings St. E. 1908 (Limit Pool Room) 

58 Hastings St. E. 1909 to 1912 (Brunswick Pool Room) 
612 Hastings St. W. 1920 to 1955"° 

Advertising pieces 


~~ 


U4530at ARRAS U4530b > A:R:35- 


This encased cent was issued in 1909 or early 1910 when Con Jones was already 
operating at several locations, but had not yet adopted the “Don’t Argue” slogan. All known 
piece contain 1909 Lincoln Head cents. We have record of six of these pieces. 


There is a 1927 Jubilee of Confederation piece struck by H. Barnard Stamp & Stencil Co. 
Ltd. of Hamilton, Ontario. This advertising token is a close copy of that piece, but differs in 
some minor details. There is a good possibility that it was also struck by Barnard. This piece 
has been the most commonly encountered Con Jones/Don’t Argue piece, but a recent discovery 
of a hoard of the Don’t Argue gaming chips will probably change that. 
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The 6 for a 5 cent candy series: 


Type 1 plain border, “A” of “Argue” over “CH” of “Exchange” 


U3060a ‘A:0:26 U3060b_ 


U3060c A:Sc:30¥% U3060d ~ A:Sn:26% 


In the early 1980’s the dies from the above pieces came up for sale by the successor firm 
to Joseph Mayer Manufacturing Inc., of Seattle. 


Type 2 beaded border, “A” over “CH” 


We do not know who struck the 
type 2 or type 3 pieces 


105 


Type 3 beaded border, “A” over “C” 


U3060k A:8c:30% U3060 A:Sn:26 


Note that there are three parallel series. In each case the following holds true: 
Tokens from 601 Granville St. always octagonal 
from 718 Granville St. always cloverleaf 


from 26 Hastings St. E. always scalloped 

from 612 Hastings St. W. always notched square 
The four token issuing locations were only operating simultaneously from 1926 to 1930. This 
would argue (and Don’t Argue!) for their period of issue starting with 1926. No Type 3 token 
for 718 Granville Street is known. This might indicate that the Type 3 tokens were made after 
that location in the Birks Building was closed (1930) but before 601 Granville closed in 1932. 

For what must have been a large issue surprisingly few of the tokens have survived. The 
rarity of these pieces runs from twelve known, Type 1, 612 Hastings St. W., down to one known, 
Type 3 26 Hastings St. E. 

Leslie C. Hill had a maverick in his collection (now in the author’s collection) which may 
have been issued by Con Jones. There are some reservations about this as the wording is C. 
Jones Pool Hall, whereas Jones ran various billiard and pool rooms. Also the 5 cent reverse is 
unlike anything else used in B.C. However, if it was issued by Con Jones, then the obvious 
period would be between 1904 and 1910 when he was operating Con’s Billiard Room. 


B:R:24 
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The gaming chips 


U3060p —S U3060q. «5 U3060r —Ss«2 
C:R:38% Fbr: R:38% A: R:38% 


U3060s | 100 U3060t 500 500 
Fk: R:38% Fgy: R:38'% Fta: R:38 


Ever since they were discovered by numismatists the Don’t Argue gaming chips were 
rare, no more than 2 or 3 of each type being known. This changed in 2004 when a trunk once 
belonging to Con Jones came up at an auction sale in Vancouver. Inside there was a large 
quantity of gaming chips. There were no new denominations discovered, but there was a new 
colour variation, the tan 500 chip (U3060u). All the Don’t Argue gaming chips are bifacial. The 
5 in copper and the 25 in aluminum are nicely struck. Unfortunately the fibre pieces (U3060q,s,t 
and u) do not strike up well and have no colour contrast so they are hard to read even in good 
light, but are similar to U3060p (copper) and U3060r (aluminum). 


' Vancouver City Archives, Business Licence Registers 383, location 126-A-2, et al 

Vancouver Province September 11, 1911, p. 10. gives a full account of the final game, but no mention of Mr. 
Jones. 
> GRO0095 Provincial Police files, Vol 1, 413 


Victoria Colonist, November 28, 1936, “Gambling is big menace, Vancouver Inquiry told ....” 
GR1438 Attorney General, Registrar General, (Registrar of Societies) S0087, on microfilm B04406 
Vancouver Sun, April 27, 1918, p. 3 

www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/parkfinder_wa/index 

Vancouver Sun, June 3, 1929, p. 1, Death Certificate 1929-09-417156, microfilm B13136 

In 1920 the bowling alley at 330 Cordova W has become the Vancouver Bowling Alley operated by Patrick 
Keough and A. Morgan, but the Jones listing still shows a bowling alley at this address. Possibly the listing was 
inadvertently left unchanged from 1919 

'° Con Jones Ltd., tobacconists were listed in 1955, but not 1957 


omen Aw A 
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A.T. Ceperley, Burnaby Lake, B.C. 


by Ronald Greene 


BC Database B9440a A:0:25 


Arthur Tracy Ceperley was the son of Henry Tracy Ceperley, a very prominent early 
Vancouver real estate and insurance broker. The father was born in New York State in 1851 
and moved west to Winona, Minnesota in 1871. Five years later he moved to New Mexico 
where he was employed as a cashier and bookkeeper for a large construction company. 
Ceperley married Jennie Foster of Winona in 1882. In 1883 he moved to Montana where he 
formed a company for handling cattle and an insurance business. It was while the Ceperleys 
were in Livingston, Montana that their two children were born, Ethelwyn, and Arthur Tracy. 
Not long after Arthur was born on March 16, 1886 the Ceperley’s moved to Vancouver. Mr. 
Ceperley entered into a partnership with A.W. Ross in a general real-estate and insurance 
business, but in 1891 Ross sold Ceperley his interests and returned to Winnipeg. H.T. 
Ceperley then formed Ceperley, Rounsefell & Company, Limited, which carried on as real- 
estate, financial agents and mining brokers. He was a provisional director of the Bank of 
Vancouver when it was being formed.’ Mr. Ceperley built a large home in 1909 at Deer 
Lake, in Burnaby and retired from active business the following year, in 1910. His home, 
now called Ceperley Mansion has been the home of the Burnaby Art Gallery since 1967. Mr. 
Ceperley was widowed twice, Jennie died in 1892 and his second wife, Grace Dixon, passed 
away in 1917. After Grace passed away H.T. moved back into Vancouver. He died in San 
Diego December 14, 1929. 

Arthur Tracy Ceperley did not follow in his father’s footsteps. This is not to say that 
he wasn’t very bright and capable, for he was. A.T. was the youngest high school graduate, 
too young to enroll in university at the time. He was a marvelous mathematician, capable of 
doing all the calculations for the Hastings Park race track in his head when he was the chief 
calculator. He was also active in the Liberal party. 

There are no B.C. Directories from 1911 and 1917, and the Vancouver City 
Directories do not always include Burnaby during that period, which makes searching some- 
what more difficult. In 1912 Arthur was listed as a traveller for the Vancouver Milling & 
Grain Company, Limited, of which his brother-in-law was the general manager and his father 
the president. The R.G. Dun & Company credit rating shows him as operating a General 
Store at Burnaby Lake in 1913 and in early 1914. The token was issued during that period. 
By sometime in 1914 he was working for the Jobes Milling Company, of Portland, Oregon.” 
When he signed up for the Canadian Expeditionary Force in September 1915, he was living 
in Seattle.* According to his son he served in France and the only wound that he suffered 
was to his little finger which got hit by a bit of shrapnel.” By 1920 Arthur T. had returned to 
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Vancouver and was the manager of the insurance department of Faulds Financial & Travel 
Bureau Ltd. From 1921 he was an auditor, working with the Dominion Income Tax 
department and later with Income Tax Specialists Ltd. In the early 1930’s he practised as a 
general accountant, and then worked with the National Harbours Board. It was during the 
depression years that he acted as the chief calculator at the race track. During WWII he was 
seconded to the American forces at Prince Rupert, and then returned to the National Harbours 
Board in Vancouver. When he retired from the N.H.B., he became the manager of the Pacific 
Athletic Club from 1947 until 1959 when he finally retired. He passed away July 14, 1963, 
aged 77.° His first wife, Lila, had predeceased him in 1945. He was survived by his second 
wife Meta, his son James, and three grand-children. 


' F.W. Howay and E.O.S. Scholefield, British Columbia from the earliest times to the present, S.J. Clarke 
Publishing Company, Vancouver, Portland, San Francisco, Chicago, 1914, Volume III, biographical, Henry T. 
Ceperley, p. 30 

* GR1415, British Columbia, Supreme Court (Vancouver), Probate Files 1893 — 1941, Probate Number 14941, 
microfilm B8765. 

> see footnote 1 

* Attestation Paper, Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, www.collectionscanada.ca/02/020106 e.html 

° Telephone interview, with James T. Ceperley, Arthur’s son, December 22, 2005 

® GR2951, British Columbia, Division of Vital Statistics, Registration of Death 63-09-009040, microfilm 
B13262. 


Ego’s Pool Room of Sidney, B.C. 


by Ronald Greene 


BC Database S3853a A:R:24 


Angus McIntosh Ego was said to be born in Sutton, Ontario in 1864 and to have come 
to British Columbia in 1891. He was first listed in Victoria in 1892 as a carpenter, living at 8 
Humboldt Street. By 1894 he was plying his trade in Sidney, which is about twenty miles 
(31 kilometers) north of Victoria. Sometime after 1895 he became a member of the British 
Columbia Provincial Police.' In September 1900 he was transferred to Mayne Island, one of 
the Gulf Islands. He was said to have displayed incredible zeal when he dealt with the most 
sensational case of the period, the shooting death of the recluse Barnard (or Marnard) Wenzel 
on Tumbo Island in 1903. William Collinson, a Justice of the Peace, said that at 12 a.m. he 
gave Constable Ego a warrant and although it was blowing strongly at the time, the constable 
left in his sixteen-foot rowboat for the Island, some twelve miles of open water, where he 
found Wenzel dead, he then rowed back to Mayne Island by 10 p.m. At 2 a.m. he left for Salt 
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Spring Island, ten miles away, to notify the Coroner, then returned in the afternoon, and by 
the following morning had empanelled a jury, found a gravedigger, and built a coffin. ” 
Angus Ego was transferred to Lillooet in June 1905° and remained there until 1910. 
According to the 1911 Canada Census, he was living in Sidney, managing a pool room.’ The 
Sidney Review, which was first published in December 1912, carried the following 
advertisement. ° 

——— There is some limited pool room 
licence information available for the 


pee Siseae: years up to 1921.° In 1920 Angus Ego 
QD yrarr it had four pool tables. B.C. Directory 
BILLIARD / AE information shows him only as a 
ND ed * he ae carpenter for 1914 and 1915, although 
er: we know that the poo! hall was licensed 
By apes Bottle '-|[> | to him during that time. Possibly there 
A was too little business during the day to 
GOOD BARBER IN C IN CONNECTION * | keep open.’ From 1918 to 1928 Ego is 
listed with an occupation, “billiards and 
cigars.” In 1929 he vanished from the 
directories. Moran Brethour located 
Ego’s pool room at the corner of Bazan 
Avenue (now Bevan) and Second Street, 
and pool room.® By 1934 Ego had 
returned to Sidney — we have not found where he went in the interim — and was listed as 
retired. The following year he was listed as a carpenter. Angus McIntosh Ego passed away 
“from natural causes” on December 27, 1937.” He was 73 years of age, and single. 
Does the token come from Sidney? I think it is highly likely that it does. There is a 


discrepancy between the token which reads Pool Room, and the advertisement which reads 
Billiard Hall, but even today there are only 46 Ego’s listed in all of Canada.'° 


OPPOSITE V. 8 S. STATION iG Pai 
: Jost try it. _ A.-M. BGO, Pep. 


' GRO0055, Superintendent of Provincial Police, Correspondence Inward, Box 8 O-P, contains a list of 
constables for 1895, a revision of the 1893 list. A.M. Ego is not on that list. 
> Marie Elliott, Mayne Island & the Outer Gulf Island A History, Gulf Islands Press, 1984. p. 20, The author 
quotes the Vancouver Daily Province newspaper for October 23, 1903, p. 1, and November 4, 1903, p. 7 

* Ego’s dates of transfer to and from Mayne Island were provided by Marie Elliott. Interestingly though the 
1901 Census lists Ego as a carpenter, and a year younger than the 1911 Census. 
* RG31, Canada Census 1911, Nanaimo District, North Saanich Peninsula, Section 10, p. 3. The census was 
begun on June 1“, 1911. 
. Sidney & Islands Review, December 20, 1912, Vol. 1. No. 2 which is the first issue on the microfilm. The 
advertisement ran only to March 1913. 

© My pool room database contains listings culled from GR0094, Vol. 3, which pertains to pool room licenses 
issued. Unfortunately the information is fragmentary, but on Dec 17, 1913 a renewal was issued to Angus M. 
Ego for 1914. The license was regularly re-issued to 1921 which was the last year in the surviving records. 

| Sidney & Islands Review, Dec. 25, 1914, p. 4, mentions that Ego had lighted his pool room by electricity. 

® Darryl E. Muralt, The Victoria & Sidney Railway 1892 — 1919, Victoria, B.C. The B.C. Railway Historical 
Association, 1992, Appendix I, Old Sidney as remembered by Moran Brethour, pp. 224 — 225. The Brethours 
were a pioneer family of North Saanich and Sidney. Gilman was listed as “barber and poo!” from 1925 until 
1935. 
* GR295 1, British Columbia, Division of Vital Statistics, Registration of Death, 1937-09-537138, microfilm 
B13161. 
using Canada411.com, an on-line telephone directory 
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“EE WAS A JUST MAN” 


JEREMIAH GIBBS 
(1873 — 1936) 


BY 
SCOTT E. DOUGLAS 


PHOTOGRAPHIC LAYOUT 
and CD COVER 
by AMY L. DOUGLAS 
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JEREMIAH GIBBS (1873-1936 


Jeremiah Gibbs was born in East Flamboro, near Hamilton, Ontario on December 20, 1873. 
He came to Hamilton at the age of 17 and obtained his first job with Mr. Daniel Peace a 
tobacconist. Mr. Gibbs worked with Dan Peace for 16 years until 1906. He then started to 
work with James Kirk. This lasted until 1917 when Jeremiah went in to business for himself 
as a wholesale tobacconist and confectioner. Gibbs conducted this business from 28 John 
Street North in Hamilton until 1934 when he then retired. 


Jeremiah Gibbs served at one time as President of the Ontario Wholesale Tobacco 
Merchants’ Association. He purposely had no ties with any fraternal organizations. 


It is very possible that the appeal of numismatics took hold of Gibbs early in his retail life 
while making change over the glass topped counters of the tobacco shops. When he began 
his working career in 1890 there would have been many different types of tokens being 
used for commerce in the Hamilton area. This exposure would certainly have stirred interest 
in a natural collector such as Gibbs. We know that these tokens and circulating coinage of 
the time initiated comment and action by Gibbs. Around 1897 Gibbs became greatly 
concerned about the amount of mutilated coinage making the rounds to the merchants. 
Jeremiah got a petition together of the most affected people namely the merchants, the 
street car conductors and many of the ‘honest’ local folk. This petition was sent off to the 
Minister of Finance, Mr. Fielding on February 26, 1901. There were also copies of the 
Editorials sparked by Gibbs from the Hamilton newspapers included with the petition. 


The following editorial appeared in the Hamilton Herald in 1897 solely as a result of Gibbs 
efforts and was the beginning of his mini ‘war’ with Government which would not come to 
an end for several years: 


“Merchants continue to complain about the increasing numbers of bad coins in circulation, 
punched coin, clipped coin, plugged coin, and battered coin. Customers often consider 
themselves slighted if merchants refuse to accept such coin and the bad money is frequently 
accepted in preference to running the risk of giving offence by rejecting it. Merchants do not like 
to pass the bad money back on other customers and they suffer loss as well as annoyance from 
the acceptance of it, because the banks will not accept bad money. One effective means of 
stopping the nuisance would be a general refusal by everyone in business to accept mutilated 
coin. But that is not an easy remedy. A local numismatist has suggested to the Herald a remedy 
that would be both effective and easy. It is this. Let the Dominion Government make an 
arrangement with all the banks, and fix certain period, say of a month, during which the banks 
shall accept mutilated coin at its face value. Then let the government take over the coin from the 
banks at its face value. By this means it is believed the bulk of the bad money in circulation 
throughout the Dominion would he called in and the nuisance would be abated. Of course the 
arrangement would mean the loss to the government, but it would not amount to much In 
comparison with the relief afforded to the business community. Even this remedy however, 
would give only temporary relief. After the bad coin had disappeared, the only way to keep It out 
of circulation would be for merchants to refuse to accept any coin which is in any way mutilated 
and stick to it. That plan is universally adopted in the States, with the result that over there 
nobody tries to pass a mutilated coin.” 


For the next four years Gibbs would incite editorials of a similar nature through all of the 
Hamilton newspapers. As late as 1911 Gibbs was still corresponding directly with the 
Department of Finance with regard to mutilated Canadian coinage. The following letter 
received in April of 1911 from J.E. Rourke seems to have put an end to the matter, at least 
as far as the government was concerned: 


« ..... Your letter of the 13” instant, addressed to the Hon. the Minister of Finance, has been 
referred to me for reply. The Government is redeeming Canadian Silver coin, worn smooth 
by natural abrasion, at face value, and all mutilated Canadian coin at a discount of 
25%.Worn and mutilated silver is redeemed under the provision of an Order-in-Council of 
the 27th of March, 1907. These regulations provide that worn coins will be redeemed at face 
value on presentation at the office of any Assistant Receiver General, and the same 
provision applies to mutilated coin, with the exception that it is redeemed at 25% discount. 
The offices of the Assistant Receivers General are situated at Toronto, Montreal, Halifax, St 


John, Charlottetown, Winnipeg and Victoria.” 


It would appear that the Minister missed Gibbs point as stated in the editorial completely or, 
as is more likely, just chose to ignore the suggestion. 


Over the years it is plain to see that Gibbs viewed the Hamilton press as a worthy voice of 
the people. In one letter to the Editor of the Hamilton Spectator Gibbs wrote; 


“......1 thought of writing your valuable paper, (and | really mean valuable, as | have had a 
good opportunity to judge it by many publications on this side of the Atlantic) and 


five cent coins, also the large bronze cents.......” recalled by Ottawa because Canada had 
been using the larger five cent nickel and smaller one cent copper pieces for some time. 
Gibbs goes on to say “......what must visitors from other countries think of a great up to 
date people using coins that have been superceded by more modern pieces.” 


Gibbs collecting interests extended beyond numismatics to items such as Persian Carpets, 
Paintings, First Editions (he possessed a fabulous library) and many other types of 
antiquities. 


In 1935, the year prior to his death, Gibbs donated many valuable paintings to the Hamilton 
Library, as well as to political friends such as Herbert Wilton, Mayor of Hamilton (previously 
a journalist with the Hamilton Herald and Spectator) and Mr. Thomas Baker McQuesten, 
Minister of Highways in Toronto. McQuesten was a moving force behind 200 million dollars 
in expenditures for the Queen Elizabeth Way and the 401 highways. 


Most of the antiquities Gibbs acquired were obtained during his frequent travels to England, 
Scotland and the European continent. While on these same travels Gibbs took the time to 
visit the auction houses of Spink’s, Seaby’s, Baldwin's as well as many other lesser 
renowned rooms. It was at these numismatic haunts that Gibbs was able to pick up many 
wonderful and rare Canadian tokens, something he had a keen eye for. 


Although Gibbs schooling would likely have been minimal he was a natural born academic. 
His love for books can only be truly explained by any fellow bibliophile steeped in addiction. 
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When his library was sold by his widow in the 1960’s a Guelph, Ontario book dealer bought 
much of the content a carton at a time simply because there was so much. He also needed 
time to raise money to pay for the cartons and so this arrangement worked for both. 


Some of the editions were marked by Gibbs to be sold at auction because of their 
importance and ultimate value. An example of this was his 3 volume first edition set 
MICROCOSM of LONDON by Rudolph Ackermann, printed 1808-1810. Aileen Gibbs sent this 
to a well known New York auction house where it realized $1500. in 1965. These volumes 
today would run upwards of $17,000. US. | find it interesting to note that this work was 
reprinted in 1904 at a time when Gibbs could have easily purchased it new and | am sure 
much cheaper. However, Gibbs was insistent on first editions for his library. Today the 1904 
reprint can be had for $500. 


It also must be noted that Gibbs did not just collect first editions but he would actually read 
them. Having read them he would now go so far as to analyze the written words. 

A perfect example of this is the novel TRILBY by George Du Maurier. In 1894 the Harper’s 
New Monthly Magazine was first to run the novel in eight instalments from January to 
August. The book was released in 1895. | have Gibbs copies of Harper’s as well as his first 
edition 1895 Trilby in my library. Gibbs had so thoroughly read the work that he noted in the 
magazine and the book where the wording was different. Not misspelled or omitted but 
different! In one segment he noticed that the name of a character, Joe Sibley had been 
changed to Antony in the book. 


Gibbs appreciation to detail applied this same scrutiny to the art world where he was 
enamoured with paintings and prints by certain individual artists. One of his favourites was 
George Baxter (1804-1867). It can be said that Gibbs collected art with the same passion he 
displayed in every other aspect of his life. That is to say he knew what he liked. 

This acute awareness of detail to art and to his books was an obvious character trait that 
would serve him well in his attention to the minutest details most noted in his ground 
breaking work on the many varieties of Ships, Colonies and Commerce tokens. Gibbs would 
go on to record marked differences in many other varieties of Canadian tokens. 


In the period of 1902-1908, Gibbs was enthusiastically studying, researching and writing 
numismatic articles. These fine in-depth articles were mostly on the subject of Canadian 
tokens and were published in “The Numismatist” the official house organ of the American 
Numismatic Association. These articles were as follows: 


Sir Isaac Brock and the Brock Half-Pennies November 1902 
The Lesslie and Sons Half-Pennies and Two Pennies January 1903 
The Broke Half-Pennies February 1903 
Ships, Colonies and Commerce Half-Pennies. May 1903 
The Crossed Spade and Anvil Half-Pennies. June 1903 
The Eagle Half-Pennies. July 1903 
The Wellington Half-Pennies 1814. November 1903 
Genuine British Copper Half-Pennies 1815. December 1903 
Success to Navigation and Trade 1815. February 1904 
John Alex Barry Half-Pennies. March 1904 
Die Varieties of Breton’s No. 1002. December 1904 
Die Differences in Reverses of Breton’s 676-682 and 685 686. June 1905 
Die Varieties of Breton 1001. September 1906 
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As well as the numerous papers he wrote for The Numismatist, Gibbs also wrote at least 
four articles for the ‘Hamilton Times’ on various aspects of Numismatics. His pen name was 
aptly ‘NUMISMATIST’. Gibbs also wrote and subsequently delivered a lengthy dissertation 
on numismatics in general to the Young Peoples Religious Union in Hamilton in December 


of 1908. 


The article in the May 1903 Numismatist on the ‘Ships, Colonies and Commerce’ tokens (Br. 
997) which listed over 2 dozen varieties is credited as the starting point for Judge W.A.D. 
Lees 1916 pamphlet on the subject. Today we refer to this series with LEES numbers. 
Recognition for this work often eluded Gibbs and to this day most numismatists do not 
even associate his name with the Ships, Colonies and Commerce series of varieties at all. 


To illustrate this point | refer to a faux pas by none other than Lees himself. In a letter dated 
August 7, 1916 W.A.D. Lees writes; 


«__....ow many of Wood 41 have you had? Mr. Barton has one, Mr. Wilson of Montreal 
another and, except yours, the only other | know of is my own”. 


In response to Gibbs reply a letter dated September 7, 1916 by Lees states; 


Lees does go on to praise Gibbs in this same letter; 


« _....1 Should like to express my sincere appreciation of your list of this series, published in 
The Numismatist in 1903. As a pioneer work it merits the greatest praise and without it | 
should never have had the courage to tackle the series. Even Mr. Wood’s chart did not 
supersede it; It only supplemented it.” 


The Wood referred to is of course the American numismatist, Howland Wood, who had 
taken Gibbs work on the subject and expanded on the varieties known. It is Howland 
Wood’s name that is associated today with the Canadian Blacksmith series of tokens. 


Gibbs was not only an active member of the ANA, #272 he was aiso a prominent one as 
well. On August 22, 1901 at the ANA convention in Buffalo, New York, Gibbs was elected as 
24 Vice President holding the position for the next six years until 1907. The position of 2" 
Vice President had been created by Dr. George Heath solely to be held by a Canadian and 
Gibbs was the first to be elected as such to this position. 

Dr. Heath, the founder of the ANA was very appreciative of the contribution of Canadians in 
his effort to create a great national numismatic organization. Canadians were an integral 
part of the ANA from its inception but most would soon be forgotten after the good Doctors’ 
death in 1908. Sadly, when Gibbs died in 1936 the passing didn’t even merit mention by the 
ANA in “The Numismatist” where obituaries of lesser numismatic contributors abound. 


Mr. Gibbs numismatic activity slowed somewhat after his term as 2" Vice President 
expired. He still kept steady contact with many of the prominent numismatists of the day 
though and as we can see from this quote from a letter by W.A.D. Lees to Gibbs on 
September 2, 1916 a break from the hobby was not at all unusual; 

coor | am delighted to hear that you have not given up your hobby but simply put it by 
for a time as | did for a number of years. When | came back to it | found myself more 
interested than ever......” 


ua 


Judge Lees had been prompted to write to Gibbs by a mutual friend Mr. S.S. Heal. 


Gibbs may have put numismatics aside for a time but a letter from Dr. Eugene Courteau 
dated May 13, 1931 indicates he still had a keen awareness as Courteau writes this reply to 
a Gibbs request; 

“......my work on Wellington is out of print. | may have a copy left I’m not sure. It's very 
rare! That on the N.S. tokens can let you @ 2.50 ill. with 7 fine plates, very interesting......” 


The fact that Gibbs is now looking for these references indicates a renewed or ongoing 
interest. What is also notable is that back in 1910 Courteau had written a second unsolicited 
letter to Gibbs inquiring as to why he had not received an answer as to whether Gibbs 
would favour him with the purchase of his new publication on ‘The Coins and Tokens of 
Nova Scotia’. It would appear that Gibbs needed some twenty-one years to decide. Courteau 
also appears to be confused as to whether this was one and the same Jeremiah Gibbs as he 
asks in the May 13" letter; 

©. eee are you the Gibbs that wrote the S.C.& C. (ships, colonies and commerce) tokens in 


the 1902 Numismatist '.......? No doubt you remember both of us having exchanged 
correspondence once........” 


Later Courteau writes Gibbs a letter (May 21st 1931) which showcases this Gentleman’s true 
nature and states in part; 


gee ee. as required am sending to your address one copy Coins and Tokens of Nova 
Scotia, one copy Coins of Newfoundland-one copy, the last | have, Wellington tokens. Trust 
they will reach you in good order. Am pleased to learn that you are Mr. Gibbs with whom, 
many years ago, | corresponded with. You have done indeed very right when you wrote 
your list on the S.C. and Comm. Tokens. You were the first that started the description of 
the different varieties of our coins; and as such, you have given a great impulse to a subject 
which was entirely lacking.” 


Later, in this same letter, Courteau laments to Gibbs on the death of mutual friend S.S. Heal 
Stating “......he was a true and sincere friend to me......... (he would) help any time a 
collector who would ask for help.” 


After Jeremiah Gibbs death, his widow, Mrs. Aileen Gibbs continued to resurrect the 
research Gibbs had done. As an active member of the Hamilton Coin Club (founded in 1950) 
Mrs. Gibbs had restrikes made of the 1907 personal token of Jeremiah in 1955. Two hundred 
Brass pieces were made not only to familiarize his name and accomplishments to club 
members but to help strengthen the club treasury. They were sold for one dollar a piece. 
Several years later the remainder of the pieces in the club treasury were sold to a Toronto 
dealer. 


The restrike is easily recognizable to the original from the following information: 


1907 ORIGINAL: COPPER 9 2mmTHICK 12 GRAMS IN WEIGHT. 
1955 RESTRIKE: BRASS 1mm THICK 7 GRAMS IN WEIGHT. 


The restrike may also exhibit a die crack of varying degree through the 2" ‘M’ in 
Birmingham on the obverse. See photos on page 10. 


' Gibbs article was published in the Numismatist in May 1903 not 1902 as stated in Courteau’s letter. 
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Jeremiah Gibbs Collection: 


Some of the coins that were in the Gibbs collection other than the outstanding Canadian pre 
Confederation tokens were; 


A complete set of Indian Head cents in mint state. 
A complete set (to date 19307) of Lincoln cents. 
Several British gold pieces up to 5 pounds. 

An outstanding Elizabeth | silver crown. 


A favourite subject of Gibbs was Irish coins. 


Aileen Gibbs sold his paper money collection to J.D. Ferguson which subsequently became 
part of the collection of the Bank of Canada. 


Some time in the mid 1960’s Gibbs collection was offered to a well known Toronto dealer 
but was turned down. The reason given was the lack of interest in such material. Ten years 
later at the CNA convention in Hamilton in 1974 the collection was offered again and some 
of the pieces were sold to individuals. The rest was sold to a local Hamilton coin shop. The 
price paid was approximately $9000.00 a paltry sum even for the time. 


In 1987 on the night Aileen Gibbs went to the hospital and subsequently died the home she 
had shared with Jeremiah on Fairleigh Ave. was broken into and some of Gibbs lesser 
valuable pieces were stolen. The large, heavy safe containing some of Gibbs mementos was 
bruised but intact as the thieves could only tip it over. 


As numismatists we can appreciate the dedication to the science of numismatics but often 
overlook the passion felt by some. As a pioneering researcher | feel Gibbs was one of the 
best and definitely one of the most overlooked. He studied numismatics for the love of 
numismatics not to sell books or hoard the pieces for monetary gain but to share in the 
knowledge and reap the full benefit of a life sustaining passion. The numismatic world 
greatly owes him a debt of gratitude. 


It is my opinion that Jeremiah Gibbs was a man who lived his life to the fullest and with 
grand balance. He had many interests that not only consumed his life but greatly enhanced 
it as well. His enthusiasm was infectious and left its mark on everyone he came in contact 
with. 


Aileen Gibbs was married to ‘Jerry’ for only a short eight years but she adored him for 
another remarkable fifty one. She was smitten with a man who would continue “To live in 
the hearts of those we love is not to die”..................... and cherished his memory forever. 
| find immense comfort just knowing that. 


Scott E. Douglas 
July 2006 
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Gibbs truck used to make the ‘rounds’ circa 1920. 
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An envelope from Gibbs business along with 
a business card proudly announcing Gibbs ney 
favourite pastimes. WHOLESALE TOBACCONIGT 
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Envelopes bearing Gibbs handwriting of descriptions and varieties of pieces in his collection. 
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Jeremiah Gibbs Personal Cards 


TOKENS ISSUED: 1903-1907. 
SEPT.1903: 


205 COPPER 

1 BRASS 

1 NICKEL 

1 GERMAN SILVER 
1 RED FIBRE 

1 SILVER (OVER A ‘GODLESS’ ENGLISH FLORIN OF 1849) 


ee aaa 


Size: 29mm 


RED FIBER | BRASS 


1907: 
200 COPPER 
Size: 29mm 


1955: 
200 BRASS 
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A- Token restrike 1955 
B - Token die (present state) 


Brass pieces struck by the Hamilton Coin Club from the original dies. 
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This brass British token was the 
inspiration for Gibbs least known 
but arguably his finest personal 
token. 


The slogan ‘wisdom and pleasure combined’ would have had great appeal to Jeremiah. 


This was Gibbs last token and is unique in 
Aluminium according to notes found in 
Gibbs own handwriting. 


The date under the beehive is Gibbs birth year 1873. This token would be at 
home in a collection of numismatists cards or Ontario merchant advertising tokens. 


It is speculated that 200 pieces were 
struck in Copper. 


All of Gibbs’ tokens were struck by the Hamilton Stamp and Stencil Company. 
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AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. S.S. Heal of Toronto was the contact 
for the ANA if a collector desired an 
example of their token. Brass was the 
official issue. 


Gibbs second from the left in 
the back row. Dr. Heath is to 
Gibbs right on the end. 


Offcers and members in attendance at Convention, Saint. Louis, Missouri, 


Jeremiah Gibbs onthe right with 


(the first) Mrs. Gibbs and Samuel S. 
Heal. 


Photo was taken by Albert Frey 
vice president of the ANA while 
visiting Hamilton in the Fall of 1902. 
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LAME 


Two personalized cigar boxes sold by Gibbs in his John St. store. 


Lee 


WITCH CIGAR 


A Aine 
1835, CRONE, E25 


A copper and a brass cigar band advertising Gibbs and ‘Witch’ cigars. 


The obverse and reverse die combinations for 2 of Gibbs 
personal tokens. The engraver was Charles Hampson. 
The dies for Gibbs 1903 token were destroyed. 


Gibbs overseas just a couple of 
years before his death. 
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Jeremiah Gibbs watch fob. 
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Two APPLENTICES' Ar Beep 


The note above in Gibbs hand 
explains an instance of different 
text and a name change in the 
novel Trilby. 


The cover of the catalogue 
announcing a sale from the estate of 
the late Jeremiah Gibbs. 


In Memoriam 


Gibbs is buried in Woodland Cemetery in Hamilton, Ontario 
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“He was a just man” 
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Aileen Gibbs pays tribute with a wonderful sentiment to a dedicated man 
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A Chronology of 
Jeremiah Gibbs 


Gibbs is born in East Flamboro on December 20". 

Gibbs comes to Hamilton to work for tobacconist Daniel Peace 
Gibbs is elected 2" vice president of the ANA. 

In Nov. the first of many Gibbs articles appears in the Numismatist. 


in May the Numismatist published Gibbs ground breaking paper on 
the Ships, Colonies and Commerce token series. 


After 16 years with Dan Peace, Gibbs goes to work for James Kirk. 


Gibbs term as ANA 2"¢ vice president ends. This seems to coincide 
with a slow down in his numismatic activities over the next ten years 


W.A.D. Lees and Gibbs correspond. Lees reveals a previous hiatus 
from the hobby but encourages Gibbs that his interest will return 
stronger than ever. 

Gibbs goes into business for himself at 28 John Street N in Hamilton 
Aileen Beverage and Gibbs are married. Aileen is Gibbs second wife. 


Gibbs corresponds with Courteau about acquiring some of his past 
reference works indicating he is still numismatically inclined. 


A newly retired Gibbs settles down to some travelling in Europe. 


After a short illness Gibbs dies on February 23". 


Be a 


Closing Comments 


It must be noted that the core of this paper was made possible by a visit | made to the home 
of Robert Low of Hamilton, Ontario in the summer of 1995. Mr. Low had remarkable first 
hand information on Gibbs because he had been fortunate enough to be acquainted with 
Aileen Gibbs during her association with the Hamilton Coin Club and was able to offer 
assistance to Mrs Gibbs when she finally made the painful decision to sell Jeremiah’s 
Library as well as his coins and tokens. | was fortunate in making the acquaintance of Mr. 
Low a man who has contributed a great deal to our hobby in his own right. 


| would like to thank Warren Baker for the use of photos of Gibbs and his truck as well as 
important pieces of correspondence from his library that shed a great deal of light on 
Jeremiah Gibbs. | would also like to thank Len Buth for his invaluable suggestions and 
usual support. Special thanks must be given to my daughter Amy who took the time to help 
with suggestions for photographic layout, created the CD cover and was able to put up with 
the constant changes of mind by her father, something that could only be tolerated by a 
loving and caring person. 


All tokens and memorabilia illustrated are from the collection of the author. 


Scott E. Douglas 
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Kniffen & Schilz Tokens, Renton, Ontario. 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 


Renton Ontario is located on Hiway #3, about 6 miles east of Simcoe. It is Townsend Township of 
Norfolk County. There are two merchants from there who are listed by Ken Palmer in his Ontario 
General Merchants’ Trade Due Bills as having used due bill tokens. These are H.W. Kniffen and 
Jas. N. Schilz. A 1¢ token, made of aluminum and octagonal in shape is listed for H. W. Kniffen. 
Within the last month (March of 2006) a $1 token, also of aluminum and octagonal has been 
discovered from this business as well. Two round, aluminum I¢ tokens from Jas. N. Schilz are listed, 
one being good for 1¢ in trade, the other for 1¢ in merchandise. 


From archival records kept by the Norfolk Historical Society I was able to find bits and 
pieces of history pertaining to the general stores of Renton over the years. The only mention of a 
Kniffen is that of a Henry Kniffen who started a shoe store in 1870. This could be the same merchant 
but the listing covers all industries in Norfolk County without specifying the towns the merchants 
were in. It certainly indicates that the Kniffen family was in Norfolk at least from this time. 


It was in 1857 when Mr. & Mrs. James Renton of Jarvis, Ontario purchased the south-east 
quarter of lot 12, Conc. 14 in Townsend Township. Mr. Renton had Thomas W. Walsh survey the 
land for village lots. 


A tavern had already been established at this site as early as 1850. The business of a tavern 
ceased in the 1870s and a Harry Emerson used the building as a general store. He was still operating 
the store as late as 1889. 


In 1867 James B. Smith was listed as postmaster and keeper of a generat store in Renton. 
Mrs. Ann Renton was appointed postmistress in 1873. She also operated a general store, possibly 
being the successor to Mr. Smith. At her death in 1906, her daughter Alice assumed the position of 
postmistress. 


J.N Schilz & Co. are listed as general merchants here in 1908 by Dun. The Vernon’s Farmers 
and business directory for Brant, Elgin and Norfolk list them in 1910. Miss A. Renton was still the 
postmistress at this time. 


By 1929 a Clifford W. Leatherdale was operating a general store. Today there are no 
businesses of that type in Renton. 


Sources: Listing of Industries in Norfolk County. 
Vernon’s Farmers & Business Directory for Brant, Elgin and Norfolk,1893, 1910. 
Partnership Records, Norfolk county, 1870 - 1974. 
Palmer, Kenneth, A. Ontario General Merchants’ Trade Due Bills, The Canadian Association of Tokenn Collectors, 
St. Thomas, Ontario, 2001. 
Dun, R.G. & Co. Mercantile Referencce for the Dominion of Canada, 1908. 
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O.H. Bricker, Store & Tokens - Essex, Ontario 
by Harry N. James FCNRS 


.Amongst the tokens listed by Ken Palmer in his “Ontario General Merchants’ Trade Due 
Bills” are three from the store of O. H. Bricker of Essex, Ontario. 


These are aluminum 5¢ and 10¢ tokens and a brass $5.00 token. They are probably 
from a set of from either 1¢ or 5¢ to $5.00. The $5.00 token leads one to think that he was 
purchasing produce in rather large quantities. 


Essex is located in the county of the same name in the extreme south-western part of 
Ontario, about 15 or 20 minutes south of Windsor on Hiway No. 3 or Talbot Street. The 
town’s beginnings came about in the mid 1870s. One of the first businesses in the area was 
the Naylor Lumber Company which opened in 1873. The lumber business played an 
important part in the economy of the area. The coming of the railroad at about the same time 
was also of great benefit. 


The first store was also opened in 1873, a Thomas Rush establishing his business at 
the south-east corner of the Maidstone Townline and Talbot Street. He became the first 
postmaster the following year. A harness shop followed in 1874 and also the American Hotel 
was moved into the place which was then known as Essex Centre from about a mile west. 
A George Wilson opened a second general store in 1876 with a Mr. A.E. Lovelace as 
manager. The year 1878 saw the start of a newspaper, the Chronicle. By 1881 the 
population was 360 and the inhabitants saw an increase to 750 by 1883. 


By 1884 there were four general stores, two groceries, one bakery, two drug stores, 
a livery, three hotels beside a number of other businesses plus three saw mills, a sash and 
door factory and a shook factory. 


Essex was incorporated as a village in 1884 and by 1889 had grown to over 2,000 with 
the lumber industry still helping to boost the economy and the population. 


In the 1880s Edwin Dunstan built a block of stores known as the “Dunstan Block”. 
J.O. Peck erected a block carrying his name in 1883 which housed a general store in the 
lower storey. The upper floor was used for meetings and was known as “Peck Hall”. This 
was the building that eventually housed the business of O. H. Bricker, the issuer of the 
tokens. 


Joining this block was Richardson’s Block built in 1884 for W.H. Richardson’s 
Hardware. 


On January 1st 1890 Essex Centre gained town status and the name was shortened to 
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Essex. 


By the 1890s Essex was serviced by the Essex Free Press newspaper. Many ads from 
early Essex businesses can be seen in their back-copies on micro-film, stored in the Essex 
Library. A bit of history can be gleaned from these pages concerning the Bricker store. 


The earliest copies are from 1895 and a firm known as Diebel & Bricker are regular 
advertisers in the weekly newspaper. Their store was known as the “Great Corner Store” and 
they were selling everything from groceries to clothing, floor coverings etc, etc. Co- 
incidentally there was another firm operating a general store in Waterloo, Ontario at the same 
time styled under the name of Bricker & Diebel. Maybe a tie-in of some sort can be 
established at some time. 


In mid 1902 Diebel & Bricker were advertising their 13th Anniversary Sale thus 
establishing their beginning in the year 1889. 


In the issue of October 27th, 1899 it can be seen that Diebel & Bricker also had an 
elevator and they were advertising to buy new corn. Although there are no tokens known 
styled under the name of Diebel & Bricker, it is likely that this is the part of the business that 
gave use to the $5.00 tokens eventually used by Mr. Bricker. 


In the issue of Friday, may 15th, 1903, the following ad appeared: 
DISSOLUTION SALE - THE GREAT CORNER STORE 


The firm of Diebel & Bricker which has carried on a general store business in Essex for the 
past 14 years, having dissolved partnership, (Mr. Diebel retiring) the undersigned begs to 
announce to the people of the town and county of Essex, that business will be continued in 
the old stand - “The Great Corner Store” - with as complete, well assorted and up-to-date 
stock as can be found anywhere in the county. It will pay you to drive 20 miles to take 
advantage of the bargains to be found in our Mammoth Dissolution Sale. 


O.H. Bricker continued with the business much the same as before the dissolution. 
His ads stated that he was paying the highest prices for butter and eggs. 


By 1910, O.H. Bricker is also acting as agent for “Hobberlin Clothing” from the well- 
known Toronto firm the “House of Hobberlin”. O.H. Bricker retired himself in 1910 selling 
out to a merchant who described himself as Gerbig the “Hustler”. This same Gerbig had at 
one time operated a successful general merchandising business in Ayr, Ontario, where he 
also styled himself under the name of Gerbig the “Hustler”. He had an issue of due bill 
tokens which he used in Ayr under that same name. In Gerbig’s ads he was offering to buy 
50,000 pounds of butter and 100,000 dozen eggs during the year for which highest prices will 


£31 


be paid in exchange. Gerbig was not long in this store. In 1914 a drastic fire destroyed the 
building which at the time had a Mr. W.A. McConnell operating a general store in it. The 
fire also damaged the Richardson Block next door. 


The Tokens: 


Obverse: O.H. Bricker / General / Merchant / The Great Corner / Store / Essex, Ont. 


Reverses: Good For / $5.00 / In Trade B-R-25 
Good For / 10¢ / In Trade A-R-25 
Good For / 5¢ / In Trade A-R-21 
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Sources: 
Walker, Evelyn, C., 
The Essex Free Press various issues 1895 - 1913. 
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CITY OF LANGLEY 2005 $5.00 COIN 


by Leslie D. Copan, FCNA, FCNRS 


For many years prior to 1955 citizens of LANGLEY TOWNSHIP, BRITISH 
COLUMBIA tussled with a dilemma. The township, a large agricultural community 
located some 30 miles (50 km.) east of Vancouver in B.C.s Fraser Valley, was 98% rural 
with a small urban center named LANGLEY PRAIRIE. The problem was that while the 
ratepayers of Langley Prairie contributed more than 20% of the township’s total taxes 

two thirds of every tax dollar was spent on rural services. Langley Prairie had no 
streetlights, on garbage collection, and no sewer system. 

Elected mainly by urban voters, the Council refused to improve conditions in the 
urban center. In fact on one occasion the Reeve (Mayer) is reported to have said “Not one 
nickel for a street light in Langley Prairie”. As a result the dissatisfied urban residents 
started campaigning to have their area incorporated as a city 

The dissatisfaction was such that between 1937 and 1954 many meetings were 
held and petitions forwarded to the Provincial Government requesting Incorporation. 
Finally a plebiscite was held on September 27, 1954. 92% of resident ratepayers cast 
ballots, 74% favored incorporation. Letters Patent were proclaimed on March 15, 1955, 
the word “PRAIRIE” was dropped, and the “CITY of LANGLEY”, consisting of 10 
square kilometers completely surrounded by the Township of Langley was,born. 

As the City approached its Golden Anniversary in 2005 the Downtown Langley 
Merchants Association (DLMA) pondered ways of celebrating the occasion. It was 
decided to produce a $5.00 coin valid at any DLMA member business. How to distribute 


the coins? An offer, well publicized in regional newspapers, was made to the public. The 
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first 50 people to bring a 1955 5-cent coin to the DLMA office on the morning of March 
17, 2005 would receive ten coins. Teri James, DLMA Executive Director, assumed 30 or 
40 people might show up that morning. When she arrived for work at 7:45 a.m. more than 
300 people were waiting for the office to open. The crowd was so large Teri had to call a 
City Counselor to assist. All 500 coins were distributed during the next half hour. At the 
time of writing (October 2005) approximately 360 coins had been redeemed. Of those 
redeemed 120 were purchased by and were available from Bonavita, Box 11447, Station 
“H”, Nepean, ON, K2H 7V1. 

THE COIN: 

Obverse: TOKEN HAS A VALUE OF $5 - TOKEN VALID WITHIN 
LANGLEY BIA - (within outer circle*) / DOWNTOWN / MERCHANTS / 
ASSOCIATION / $5 (within inner circle) 

REVERSE: THE PLACE TO BE - THE PLACE TO BE - THE PLACE TO BE 
- THE PLACE TO BE (within outer circle) / DOWNTOWN / LANGLEY / (DLMA 
logo)_ 


* BIA = Business Improvement Area 


Number manufactured - 500 

Metallic composition - Cast Pewter — 

Designed by: Design One Graphic Group of Langley 

Manufactured by: CNU Inc., 577 Andover, Montreal, Quebec, H4T 1H4 
Distributor: Proforma All Things Imaged, 15125 - 92 Ave, Surrey, B.C., 


SOURCES: 


Interview - Teri James, Exccutive Director, Downtown Langley Merchants 


Association. 
Interview - Arthur Mole, ProformaAll Things Imaged. 


From Prairie to City, History of City of Langley, Warren F. Summer - pp. 167 
to172. 
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Pontiac - Chief of the Sixes 
Advertising Medallions of General Motors 


A Clarification of”’Type 8" in 1999 Listing 


JY n 1995 the pages of the Cee Tee had two or three articles by Len Buth and Harry James describing 

varieties of a rather common medalet or advertising piece issued by General Motors. The obverse 
featured the head of Chief Pontiac facing left with the word “PONTIAC” above and the words 
“CHIEF OF THE SIXES” below. The reverse had the words “PRODUCT OF GENERAL 
MOTORS” in four lines surrounded by a wreath of leaves and berries open at the top and tied at the 
bottom with a ribbon. 


A later article in the issue of Volume 28, #4, December 1999 described 21 varieties of this 
medalet including one although described apparently did not appear in either James’s or Buth’s 
collection. Harry James thought at the time that the description was that of a piece that appeared in 
the stock of a dealer who was hoping to get far more than its usual value of from $1 to $4 which was 
the accepted price of these tokens or medals at that time. It was listed as No. 8 in the listing of 21 
with the notation that it might have been listed in error. 


Over the last few years I have been purchasing these Pontiac pieces whenever I see them if 
they are not priced exorbitantly. I have now about 32 pieces with a large amount of duplication, 
however, on the 29th of April of this year (2006) I found a piece amongst three I purchased that day 
that fits the description of the elusive No. 8 thus verifying its existence. 


A complete listing of these medalets can be had by any interested collector by requesting it 
from the editor of Numismatica Canada. 


It would also be greatly appreciated if anyone could forward descriptions pf any variety not 
listed at this time. 
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Tool Checks of C.C.M. and Willys Overland 
contributed by Larry Laevens 


Portrayed below are a C.C.M. Bicycle brass tool check of Weston, Ontario and a Willys-Overland 
Ltd. brass tool check from Toronto, Ontario. 


Over one hundred years ago the American market for bicycles had become saturated and overly 
competitive. As a result, American manufacturers looked to the north. As plans were in the works 
for the American Bicycle Company to open a manufacturing facility in Canada, five major Canadian 
bicycle manufacturers decided to take action. Massey-Harris, H.A. Lozier, Welland Vale, Goold and 
Glendron joined forces to combat the American venture and formed Canada Cycle and Motor 
Company Limited. 


Canada Cycle and Motor Company Limited also introduced the Russell motor car in 1905 and 
continued its production until 1911 when Russell Motor Car Company limited came into being to 
carry on with the motor car part of the business. During the 1914-1918 war, Russell Motor Company 
limited sold its main plant to Willys overland Limited and subsequently acquired all the stock of 
Canada Cycle and Motor Company limited. During the 1st world war, they built aircraft engines. 
During the 2nd world war CCM’s production line was declared an essential war service. They 
produced motorcars, which were used as light military vehicles. 
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Advertising Token of David Watters, Atwood, Ontario | 
by Larry Laevens 


David Watters, Atwood Ontario, Perth County is listed in the 1922 Canada and Newfoundland 
Gazetteer and Business Directory, under Boots and Shoes (Retail). The token is aluminum, round 
(top looped) 24 x 30 mm in diameter. Advertising shoe tokens of this type were usually threaded 
one of the shoe laces. This would serve as a keepsake reminder for the purchaser and as proof of 
purchase. 


Boota and Shoes (Retail). 
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Classified ad page: This is a free service for members ement for Sept. , 2006_i. Numismatica Canada 


ee re == 
For sale: Custom made wooden tokens, wooden nickels, wooden commemoratives, wooden business and greeting cards. 
We hot stamp your wording and design onto the surface using either flat or metallic foils that come in a wide range of 
colours. Contact Bill at 519-273-1715 or cousins@golden.net for samples and pricing or by mail to Canada Wide Woods 
at General Delivery, Gadshill Station, Ontario NOK 1J0. Visit our website at: http://www.canadawidewoods.com/ 


Masonic Medals Wanted: including Canadian Craft lodges, York Rite, Scottish Rite and Shrine. Please send 
descriptions, condition and prices asked. Doug Franklin, 16 Summerside Private, Ottawa, ON KIY 4R2 


frankly@magma.ca 


For Sale or Trade: Medals and tokens of collectors, dealers and manufacturers available plus miscellaneous items. 
Send want list or request my listing. Contact Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc H9R 1P2 or e-mail at 


larinet@colbanet 


A new book has been issued for the Canadian Mint Uncirculated Sets. It is by Goovaerts & Fanna and is titled “The 
Standard Catalogue of Canadian Uncirculated Sets”. It has 138+ pages and lists varieties in packaging and coins along 
with values. For those who have an interest in these sets. this is a must have book. It was written up in Canadian Coin 
News Vol 42 #15 16-29 Nov 2004. It is available in French as “le Guide des Ensembles Hors-Circulation du Canada”. 
For a limited time it is available at $18 Cdn for Canadian addresses. $18 US for US addresses or $20 US for overseas 
addresses. Please specify which title you prefer. 

You can also visit my site for other books on coins, tokens, stamps and _ banking/business at 


http://www.abebooks.com/home/stockleysbooks. My email rstockley@sympatico.ca Thanks. Richard 


Now available - 2001 edition of “Trade and Advertising Tokens of Manitoba” This is a spiral bound descriptive listing 
(no illustrations) containing hundreds of new listings. Available for $30.00 post-paid from Jim Astwood, 52 Salme 
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


“An Illustrated guide to Ontario Bakery Tokens” is now available from Jim Astwood. This revised listing contains 
almost 750 listings with over 500 tokens illustrated. It is in full colour and is wire-bound so it will lay flat. It is available 
for $30 postage-paid from Jim Astwood, 52 Salme Drive, Winnipeg, MB R2M 1Y7. 


Numismatically Middlesex now available. This is a 66 page book listing various businesses in Middlesex County and 
the tokens or medals they used, giving a history of the businesses and locations. Most tokens are illustrated. Price is 
$12.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling to Canadian addresses or $15.00 postpaid to US addresses. Write to: Harry 
N. James, Box 22022. Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St. Thomas, Ontario NSR 6A1, ph (519)631-1884. E-mail 


<harrynj@sympatico.ca> 


Also available - Numismatically Elgin at $10.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling and - Numsimatically Oxford at 
$10.00 plus $3.00 postage and handling. US addresses $12.00 postpaid. All three books can be purchased for $30.00 
plus $5.00 postage & handling. 


Ontario General Merchants’ Trade Due Bills compiled by Ken Palmer and revised in 2001 available from Harry N. 
James, Box 22022, Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St. Thomas, ON NSR 6A1 for $12.50 plus $3.00 postage to 
C.A.T.C. members at Canadian addresses. The price for US members is $15.00 in US funds postpaid. 


Ne cs eel ah ltl, lll le lS a lc aD ac No eS 
Wanted for my personal collection: Tokens and scrip of Ottawa and surrounding area (including milk, bread, 


merchants’ due bills, etc., etc.). Also medals of all types (agricultural, school, athletic, exhibition, religious, etc.). Will 
purchase or trade. Contact: Chris Faulkner, 1460 Merivale Road, Box 78085, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K2E 1B}. 


For Sale: Canadian Municipal medallions, trade tokens, coin club medals. 100's to choose from: Write - Jeff Fournier, 
19 Galahad Crt., North Bay, ON P1A 4H6 


Trade Dollars For Sale: scarce and common: Please check out my list of trade dollars from Canada. Check out my 


website at http://www.gilbertweb.com/Tradesale.mht or send for a listing. Included in this list are the following items: 
Barrhead AL 1971, Labrador City NF 1974, St. Andrews NB 1984 ($1 error), Stewiacke Valley PEI 1980 (bz), Chatham 


Pioneer Days NB 1979 (plain edge), and Mahone Bay NS 1979. Bob Gilbert, P.O. Box 299, Liberty Corner, NJ USA 
07938, bob@gilbertweb.com 


WANTED: Swastika tokens, medals & watch fobs. (No Nazi items - U.S. - Canada only). Also, large 73 mm Lucky 
souvenir penny Indian Head with swastikas in the headband. Price and write - Gary Patterson, 10 - 4th St., Manchester, 
NJ 08759 U.S.A. or E-mail gptokens@worldnet.att.net 


For Sale, One hundred and ninety different original scarce and expensive municipal trade dollars from all of Canada. 
Sample of list 1970 CO.Wilowood error-1967 BZ Viking 1978 NS Chase- 1979 NS Mahone Bay - 1967Edmonton Inn 
very scarce. Please send for a three page list. Also have many, many common BU. Municipal trade dollars. Please feel 
free to send me your list of your needs. Thank You - Lawrence Alexander, 5410 Todd Ave., Baltimore, Maryland USA 


21206-4326. Ph (410)488-6558 


Wellington County dairy, bread, store tokens, police badges wanted for cash or trade. Towns are Guelph, Fergus, Elora, 
Mount Forest, Palmerston, Clifford, Arthur, Drayton, Rockwood - Ross Irwin, 903-24 Marilyn Dr., Guelph, ON, N1H 
8E9. rwirwin@freespace.net 


Wanted: Prisoner of War Chits (Canteen Chits or tokens) used in Canadian Camps for German Prisoners of war. 
Many variations and denominations existed. Robert HENDERSON, 6015-5th Ave., Regina, Sask., S4T 6V4. Email 
homefront@sasktel.net 


W.R. McColl 1903 Sales List - an Alphabetical Listing - a recently completed alphabetical listing of the McColl 
offering, by: 1)name 2)location 3)Province - by location, name and cross-referenced to Bowman, Hill, Stewart and 
Tannahill as applicable. The Ontario listing includes a separate section by County. 4)original numerical McColl list. 
Will facilitate locating names/attribution appearing in McColl which previously could be a time consuming task to find 
in his original list. Soft cover, spiral bound, 90 pages, 8 % X 11 inches. Copies C$20. Each, plus postage - Canada: 
Bubble pack mailer $3.25; Xpresspost $7.00 Regional or$$10.50 National; USA $7.00 surface or $ $12.00 air. A 
private publication by Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge Postal Outlet, 1201 Oxford St., W., London, ON, Canada 
N6H 5E1. lbuth@webmanager.on.ca 


Wanted - Vulcanite Transportation Tokens from Street Railways of Scranton, Pennsylvania. PA840A, B, C, D or 
any others. Charles Wrobleski, 206 Green St., Clarks Green, PA 18411 - 1212. 


ROBERT OF Thunder Bay offers copper Kenora Tokens. BU Jubilee Jamboree 1952 copper 32 mm tokens 
commemorating founding Rat Portage 1882, founding town of Kenora. 1905 became Kenora. Was railway, logging, 
fur trading, trapping frontier town. This treasure trove was discovered in sealed wooden keg at 1956 auction. These 
tokens are scarce. Special: 1 piece $5.00; 2 $9.95 p.p. Robert St. Cyr, 481 John Street, Thunder Bay, ON, Canada P7B 
1X9 


For Sale: Collection of 67 winter carnival medals of which 24 are pre-1910, including an early letter to the Quebec 
winter carnival committee, etc. Complete listing & price available on request by e-mail or snail mail. Barry Uman, 242 
Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada e-mail clarinet@colba.net 


For Sale: Canadian Miscellaneous tokens & medals; my lists are available by e-mail or snail mail. My speciality is 
collector/dealer manufacturer pieces. Barry Uman, 242 Sedgefield, Pointe Claire, Qc, H9R 1P2 Canada. E-mail 
clarinet@colba.net 


Canadian Amusement Tokens for sale: Canadian Amusement tokens from 25¢ each up to $8 each. Also available - 
The 1984 Amusement Arcade Token Catalogue by Stephen P. Alpert and Kenneth E. Smith and the 1994 Supplement 
to the 1984 catalogue by Kenneth E. Smith. Price - $10 per catalogue. Also for sale - The 1967, 1981 and 1990 
Transportation Token Catalogues by Kenneth E. Smith and Kirk S. Smith @ $10 per catalogue. Write Kirk S. Smith, 
P.O. Box 4210-214, Redondo Beach, CA 90277-1755 USA 


FOR SALE: Large number of Canadian Municipal Trade Dollars, Medallions, and some Trade Notes from all across 
Canada. I have been collecting for many years and it is time to sell my extras. Some are very common and others are 
scarce. Please check my website at H{ttp://members.shaw.ca/zwiggy __ For a complete listing. You may also email 


me at zwiggy@shaw.ca or zwiggyl@hotmail.com 


Alberta Medallions by Alf Wrigley & Eric Jensen 

“Alberta Medallions - 2004 Supplement”: The 2004 supplement has over 1100 additional illustrated Alberta 
medallions and “similar type stuff’ and comprises around 430 pages including information, indices and the like. The 
pages are 8 2” x 11", 3 hole punched for including in the previously issued Second Edition 1989 (with 1992 and 1998 
Supplements). The cost is $24.00 plus postage ($10.50 to Eastern Canada and $8.50 to Western Canada). 


“Alberta Medallions - 1989 Second Edition c/w 1992, 1998 & 2004 Supplements”: A photocopied Second Edition 
(1989), complete with the appropriate pages from the 1992, 1998 & 2004 Supplements, now comprises a total of 2058 
illustrated Alberta medallions and “similar type stuff’ with around 730 pages, including information, indices and the like. 
The pages are 8 4” x 11", 3 hole punched for inserting in a binder (not included) with a cardstock cover. I am selling 
these for $40.00 plus postage ($11.50 to Eastern Canada and $9.50 to Western Canada). Contact: Eric Jensen, 108 
Hidden Creek Park NW, Calgary, Alberta T3A 6C6 egjensen@telus.net C.A.T.C. #762, C.N.A. #19028 
C.A.W.M.C. #R499 


2006 Edition of Canadian (Municipal) Trade Dollars and Related Issues Handbook. The 2006 edition of the “Canadian 
Municipal Trade Dollars and Related Issues Handbook” over 215 pages on 8.5 X 11 inch paper by Jack Sauchenko 
13559 - 124 A. Ave., Edmonton, AB TSL 3B4 was released in 2006. This handbook includes all the Canadian trade 
dollars and is available at $39.95 plus postage and GST or HST to Canadians and $36.00 US plus postage to US 
residents from Jack Sauchenko, 13559 - 124 A Ave., Edmonton, AB T5L 3B4. Ph. (780) 455-1566., E-mail 
<jpsbes@planet.eon.net> Web page: http://www.planet.eon.net/~jpsbes 

Jack Sauchenko has reduced his 2006 Edition of Canadian Municipal Trade Token and Related Issues Handbook to 5% 
X 8% inches over 200 pages Booklet with coil binding. The description of the token is the same as in the “Handbook” 
but has no pictures. The cost of the booklet is $16.00 plus postage and GST or HST. For the US buyer the cost of the 
Booklet is $13.00 US plus postage. Jack Sauchenko also sells books that cover all Canadian machine tokens, United 
States Trade Dollars, Commemoratives, Canadian merchant tokens and Canadian Medals. Check the web page. 


Scarborough Coin Club invites you to our 10th annual Coin Show. Location: Cedarbrook Community Centre, 91 
Eastpark Blvd., Scarborough, ON. Date: November 11, 2006. Hours: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Coins, paper money, tokens, club 
table etc. Free admission. Refreshments available. We are at the location where our club meets. Tables still available, 
contact Dick Dunn at e mail cpms@idirect.com or P.O. Box 562, Pickering, ON, L1V 2R7. 


Taking Orders For my newest release: A Guide To Ontario Tokens by Harry N. James. This is an approximately 600 
page illustrated guide of Ontario tokens of all types. A separate price guide is included free with each book. The guide 
includes Merchants Due Bills and Advertising tokens, Bakery and Confectionary tokens, Dairy tokens, Bar & Hotel 
tokens, Tobacco & Billiards, Advertising Spinners, Communion, political, Amusement, Canning, transportation, Parking 
and Premium tokens. A small amount of historical data is included for several tokens where known. Tokens are listed 
alphabetically by municipality and there are four indices at the back of the book covering 27 pages. The book is 
available in soft cover, spiral bound at $50.00 plus postage or hard bound at $70.00 plus postage from Harry N. James, 
Box 22022, Elmwood Square P.O., 204 First Ave., St. Thomas, ON, N5R 6A1. Phone (519) 631-1884, or e-mail, 


harrynj@sympatico.ca. 


